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The Administrative Vice-President,
Dr. F.C. Hu (right), representing
HKSYU; and the President, Professor
Fu-Jiing Shiue (left), representing
NTPU, signed the MOU at the
ceremony.
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From left to right: Professor Shu Li

Huang, Vice-President of NTPU,

Professor Fu-Jiing Shiue, President of

NTPU, and Dr. Henry Hu, President

of HKSYU.
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SYU signs MOU with National Taipei University
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Hong Kong Shue Yan University
(HKSYU) and the National Taipei
University (NTPU) signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) on Academic
Exchange on 9 November. This is the most
comprehensive academic cooperation
agreement signed by Shue Yan with another
university in that the MOU covers seven
areas of cooperation ranging from the
exchange of students to the development of
joint degree programmes. The first academic
activity generated under the MOU is a
summer study programme scheduled to take

place in summer 2013.

The MOU signing ceremony was held in
the Exhibition Hall of the Main Academic
Building of HKSYU. The ceremony began
with a speech of welcome by Dr. Henry
Hu, President of HKSYU. Professor Fu-
Jiing Shiue, President of NTPU, then
gave a speech about the background and
the purposes of the academic cooperation

between the two universities.

“We appreciate that HKSYU has put
great emphasis on learning outcomes and
on whole-person education. That is exactly
what NTPU has been doing.” Professor Fu-

Jiing Shiue said.

The Administrative Vice-President,
Dr. F.C. Hu, representing HKSYU; and
the President, Professor Fu-Jiing Shiue,
representing NTPU, signed the MOU at the

ceremony.

The objective of the agreement is to
strengthen mutual cooperation and to strive
for the promotion of mutual exchanges
between HKSYU and NTPU.

The seven areas of cooperation covered
by the MOU are:

(1) Development of joint academic degree
programmes;

(2) Exchange of students;

(3) Exchange of faculty;

(4) Joint research activities;

(5)Participation in seminars and
conferences;

(6) Exchange of academic materials and
other information; and

(7) Summer camp.

The first activity in the Exchange of

Students area is a summer study programme

to be held in the summer of 2013. An
agreement to undertake the summer study

programme was also signed at the ceremony.

Under the programme, 25 students from
the Faculty of Commerce of HKSYU will
go to Taipei to attend a two-week study
programme provided by the College of
Business and College of Law of NTPU.
Based on the principle of reciprocity, a
similar number of NTPU students will
come to Hong Kong next summer to attend
a summer study programme offered by
HKSYU.

The summer study programme consists
of lectures and field trips. The lectures cover
four main areas, namely, management,
finance, accounting and law, and aim to
provide students with an understanding
of the current situation in Hong Kong and

Taiwan.

Professor Shu Li Huang, Vice-President
of NTPU, Professor Dalton Li, Dean of
Academic Affairs of NTPU and other senior
management staff of NTPU attended the

signing ceremony.
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Third-year students of the English
Language and Literature Department in
Shue Yan University perform a play every
year at the University Open Day. This
year, students honoured the tradition while
making a breakthrough by performing a
modern drama.

Classical plays, especially those of the
early and later twentieth century, such as
The Importance of Being Earnest, presented
last year, have usually been selected for
performance in previous years. This year,
Miss Maria Chan, Assistant Professor in the
English Department, who is in charge of the
performance, chose Jitters, written by a well-
known Canadian playwright, David French,
as the playbill. Students participating in the
performance were divided into two groups,
and were responsible for the morning and
the afternoon sessions respectively.

Three hundred of the 1,400 visitors
coming to the Shue Yan campus on Open
Day, 3 November 2012 attended the shows
and this gave great encouragement to the

performers.

Miss Maria Chan explained that Jitters
was about the interesting events and the
performance anxiety of the actors, actresses
and the director during rehearsals for a play,
and about their response to the reviews of
their first Night performance. “After the
performance, the views of the drama critics
towards a play can be positive or negative.
And this can affect the whole production
team.”

Henry Lin, one of the actors in the
play, said that Jitfers was trying to deliver
the message that “Life is a play”. Some
characters in the play might perform

03

perfectly, but it was not the same in reality
as everyone had a weakness. He hoped that
the audiences could pay attention to the
imperfections of each character in Jitters
and gain an inspiration from it. For instance,
the character, Patrick is an alcoholic and
Phil is very neurotic.

Time was very tight to mount the
performances. Two drama crews finished
writing the script at the end of September
and the performers’ list was confirmed.
Then they began rehearsals at the beginning
of October. Each crew consisted of about 35
members, including the performers, students
responsible for the stage settings and the
props, the costume design and so forth.
Finding an appropriate time for rehearsal
was a problem to all the members.

Apart from insufficient preparation
time, the drama crews also encountered the
problem of the lack of rehearsal space. Due
to the frequent bookings of Lady Lily Shaw
Hall by other departments, it was difficult
for the crews to book times which suited all
members’ needs. This limited the number of
rehearsals.

In spite of the obstacles confronted
during the rehearsal, Vicki Lam, one of the
actresses, commented that she was glad to
have an opportunity to practice with her
classmates in university. “Perhaps we are
only classmates, but we have developed
a mutual understanding through working

together on this project. And this helps
to build up a precious friendship among
classmates.”

Miss Chan said that the Vice President
and Principal, Dr. Chung Chi Yung, the
Head of the Department, Professor Wong
Kin Yuen, teaching staff and graduates of
the Department saw the show. She also
noted that students have learnt how to
apply the knowledge of the dramas they
had watched before to produce a show. The
whole team has gained something from this
experience. She was very pleased with the
performance.

Utt Ng, another of the actresses, stated
that though there were minor mistakes
during the performance, professional drama
crews would also have these problems.
She thought that the overall performance
was smooth and the number of people in
the audience was greater than expected.
Besides, the audiences reacted more
enthusiastically than she had thought.

Another actor, Samuel Leung, said that
whether performing on-stage or working
behind the scenes, they all did a great job.
Despite the unexpected incidents such as
the performers forgetting their lines, they
dealt with it in a smart way. The feedback
from the audiences showed that it was
an enjoyable play and therefore he was
satisfied with the show.
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The way they study

The President’s List Ceremony is held
each year in order to recognize students who
have attained a GPA of 3.5 or above. This
year, 70 students received their certificates.
Miss Fung Hoi Yin (Year 4, History) and
Miss Lam Hoi Wai (Year 4, Counselling and
Psychology) have been on the List every
year for the past three years, and Miss Fung
Hoi Yin also got the highest annual GPA in
her own department.

In a short interview after the ceremony,
which was held on 26 October and presided
over by Dr. Henry Hu, President of the
University, these two outstanding students
shared some insights into the way they
study and manage their time.

Asked what has driven her to attain
such outstanding results for the past three
years, Hoi Yin said she would love to
become an archaeologist in future so she
worked hard to get a good GPA in order
to secure a place on a Master’s degree
programme in a related discipline. “I set a
route seriously to achieve my ambition and
follow the path. This is what drives me to
perform well.”

“Everyone has their own way to study,
I don’t think mine can be applied to all
students, but you just need to find yours and

here’s mine: I need to read out all the words,
especially I need to memorize history. I just
don’t know whether it is the best way.” Hoi
Yin said.

Miss Lam Hoi Wai shares Hoi Yin’s
views on the importance of setting goals in
university study. “You must be interested
in what you are studying, and you will
automatically crave for knowledge,” she
added.

“Stay focused during lessons. Ask
if you don’t understand, your professors
would love to explain. Also, keep revising
after lectures.” Hoi Wai said.

For relaxation, they both recommend
working out as working up a sweat helps to

calm down their mind.

Apart from study, enjoying school life
is what they have always paid attention to.

Hoi Yin said she does not want to have
any regrets after graduation, therefore, she
has joined various university events and

activities with her classmates.

“I find myself enjoying and loving
Shue Yan much more after participating in
various activities organized by the Office of
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Miss Fung Hoi Yin (left) and Miss
Lam Hoi Wai (right) received their
certificates from President Dr. Henry

Hu.
02 AT
Lam Hoi Wai
03 Hifk
Fung Hoi Yin

Students Affairs, especially being a helper
in the Open Day and attending career talks
and workshops,” said Hoi Yin.

Hoi Yin also knows how to manage
her time. She was once a tutor at an
education centre and when she found that
she could not balance campus life and
work commitments, she resigned. “When I
found that I could not manage to follow the
schedule of the centre, I changed to become
a private tutor. Being a private tutor can
easily suit my schedule.” Miss Fung said.

Like Hoi Yin, Hoi Wai also did not
want to devote all her time and energies
to study, so she joined the Hok Yau Club,
a volunteer organization giving education
support mainly to secondary students, as a
counselor. Her main duty is to take phone
calls and give advice to students.

“This kind of voluntary work can
also pave the way for me to become a
professional counselor in the future.” Hoi
Wai said.

Both Hoi Yin and Hoi Wai will
graduate in the coming year. They expect to
graduate with good honours. It is clear that
they know how to achieve their goals.
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Interview with Dr. Andy Chiu
Head of Department of Law and Business

Dr. Chiu Man-chung Andy joined
Hong Kong Shue Yan University in 2007
as an Associate Professor, and has started
serving as the Head of Department of Law
and Business this academic year. In the
interview, he talks about his vision for the
Department and expectations for students.

Q: Reporter of SYU Newsletter
A: Dr. Andy Chiu

Q: What are your prospect and goals
towards the department?

A: To ensure continuity, my primary aim
is to complete the unfinished business.
First and foremost, we are launching two
second degree programmes collaborating
respectively with China University
of Political Science and Law (CUPL,
Mainland China), and the University of
New England (UNE, Australia). These
programmes would definitely equip
our students better with the additional
professional qualification. Next, our
department will further promote our
mediation courses.

Q: How is the development of the
second degree programme co-
launched by HKSYU and CUPL?

A: We would immediately start student
admission once CUPL receives the
official approval from the Ministry of
Education of the People’s Republic of
China. We aim at having approximately
20-30 admissions in the first year.

Q: How is the situation about Law and
Business Programme graduates’
admission to Postgraduate
Certificate in Laws (PCLL)?

A: We keep having contact with The
Standing Committee for Legal Education
and Training (SCLET).

Q: Law and Business moot team beat
representatives from four universities
to become the champion in the
Inter-university Basic Law Mooting
Competition in August this year. Will
the department register for other
similar or bigger competitions?

A: Students’ achievement in the competition
has greatly motivated both the
department and our students. In order to
broaden our students’ horizons through

competitions, we are considering

sending students to participate in the
Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot
Court Competition. The International
Tournament Final Round will be held
in April, 2013, in Washington D. C.
We believe that students will gain
very valuable experience from the
competition.

: What are your expectations towards

Law and Business students?

: T hope they can give others a professional

impression. Legal-related career
requires students to have knowledge and
experiences in many areas. The legal
professions expect their members to
respect the seniors; for instance, juniors
must bow to the senior counsel so as to
show their respect.

Compared with other law institutions,
our department has a relatively short
history. Our students, therefore do have
much support from the alumni. Hence,
we have invited many professionals to
give them lectures on various topics. We
have also asked some of the professionals
to be mentors of our students. Before

_INTERVIEW 85

each of our students starts working,
I ensure that they are mature enough
to face all kinds of challenges on the
job. Apart from helping them develop
professional knowledge, I also insist that
they should be presentable at all times.
Proper dress code is one of the issues we
have to teach them. Besides, I require
students to learn table etiquette, which
is something they cannot learn from
books. Most importantly, they should be
punctual, they should not be late, even
for one second, for it may lead to very
serious consequences in legal settings.

Q: Do you have any advice for Law and

Business students?

A: They should always reflect on what they

did. This is an ordeal of reviewing their
mistakes. I always remind them to be
both practical and ethical. Many of our
students have good performance during
their internship, but they have no reason
to be complacent. They should not
stop there. Only by constant reflections
and continuous learning can they keep
improving themselves and enhancing
their professionalism.
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Journalism Students Head to Washington D.C. to Cover the U.S. Presidential Election

After covering the Taiwan Presidential

Elections this past January, the Department
of Journalism and Communication organized
and sponsored the "U.S. Presidential
Election 2012: Hong Kong Shue Yan
University Student Reporting Trip."

Six students were chosen to go to
Washington D.C. from October 27 to
November 8 where they reported for student
media, along with meeting various senior
executives at major news outlets including
The Washington Post and The New York
Times. For the students it was an eye
opening experience, and a chance to see
how journalism and newsrooms operate in
the U.S.

The students were hosted by the Voice of
America and Radio Free Asia, where they
observed how the professional reporters
covered the election. In addition, they
were met with a surprise; students had the
chance to cover Hurricane Sandy, which hit
New York, New Jersey and the East Coast
on October 29 and 30.

Other than reporting on the election,
the students also met with senior editors
including Jody Brannon at The National
Journal, Virgil Smith at Gannett Inc. and
veteran journalist Jim Laurie at CCTV’s
Washington D.C. bureau.

"The trip was a blend of educational,
cultural and knowledge exchange, and
an example of how the University and

Department are very supportive of

giving students additional exposure and
opportunities beyond the classroom,” said
lecturer Amy Wu who led the trip. “We
certainly hope to do more of such trips and
exchanges down the road."

Students were impressed with how major
newsrooms were combining print and
digital. "The Washington Post and The New
York Times not only print their news on
the newspaper, they also post them online,"
said Wendy Chan. "This can expend their
readership , and also help them provide
multimedia presentation, so as to let the

readers have more choices of contents."

As part of 21st century journalism
and amidst fast changing technologies,
reporters now use a variety of storytelling
tools including smartphones and social
media. This trip followed the latest trend of
mobile journalism (MOJO). Students used
iPhones to do their reporting, and uploaded
the information onto social media, such as
Facebook, Twitter and Weibo, and provided
instant election updates for readers by
blogging.

The trip and coverage changed the
way that student Ryan Fung viewed news
coverage. Fung said that before going on
the trip he was not a big believer of MOJO.
"After observing the reporters from Voice
of America, who used iPhone and Skype
to live streamfrom Republican Party
headquarters on Election Night, I learned
that MOJO is going to be part of the wave

01-:02 #FEmERLEXEHMAL
FREPAR -

Students have a lively discussion and
exchange with masters students at
American University.

03 W H6% R B AT RA —RA
BEMIER o
Six journalism students take a group
picture in front of The White House
on the last day of the trip.

04  RIFE A AL E BRI MAS
W ERBRMIER L o
Students stand in front of the The
Washington Post's newspaper
vending machine with copies of the

paper in hand.

of the future, and it is the most time and
cost efficient way of news production," said
Fung.

One of the highlights of the trip was
when students visited The American
University and attended Professor Charles
Lewis’s investigative reporting class. The
American University students were curious
about the media environment of China and
Hong Kong, and were very eager to ask
engage in discussion and exchange about
issues regarding censorship and reporting
practices.

"Before visiting I thought that the
class environment would be very serious
especially since they were masters’ level
students, but we found the class format
and discussion very interactive. The
professor and students were chatting in a
conversational and casual way," said Edith
Leung. "They were very eager to get to
know us, and they made the three-hour

lecture fun and memorable."
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OBTL in HKSYU

The Quality Assurance Committee
(QAC) has organized two academic activities
related to outcomes based teaching and
learning (OBTL) and the professional
development of academic staff in the first
two months of this academic year. All these
activities are the University’s efforts to
promote campus conversations and enhance
academic quality assurance, according to
Mr. Aman Shah, Associate Vice President
(Quality Assurance) of Hong Kong Shue Yan
University (HKSYU).

The OBTL Experience Sharing Session
was held on 3 September in the Library
Complex. This was the first time that a
campus-wide experience sharing session had
been held since OBTL was introduced to
HKSYU in 2009. Strong positive feedback
was received from those who attended the
session.

Dr. Henry Hu, President of the
University, welcomed the participants and
Professor Y.S. Hu, Academic Vice President,
set the scene for the seminar in his opening
remarks.

Dr. Louis Ma, Acting Director, School of
Continuing and Professional Education

(SCOPE) and Dr. Cecilia Chan, Associate
Professor, College of Humanities and Social
Sciences, City University of Hong Kong,
were invited as external guests. A total of 113
staff and 2 students attended the programme.
Departmental representatives from the three
Faculties gave presentations to share their
experiences in implementing OBTL.

Dr. Louis Ma gave a lecture on “Current
OBTL Scenario in Hong Kong” and Dr.
Cecilia Chan talked about “Feedback from
teachers and students on the implementation
of OBTL.”

Representatives from all departments
shared their experience and views on
three topics, namely, “Reflections on
the Implementation of OBTL”, “Design
and Nature of Assessment in Continuous
Assessment” and “Designing and
Implementing Assessment Rubrics.”

On 7 November, the Quality Assurance
Committee organized a Seminar on
“Navigating between Research and Teaching:
A Personal Journey” presided over by
Professor Catherine Sun who is a member of
both the Quality Assurance Committee and the
Research and Staff Development Committee.
Professor Sun gave a summary of the
direction in which the University is moving in
terms of enhancing its research profile while
maintaining it efforts in providing quality

education. Around 40 academic staff and a
few students attended the seminar.

The guest speaker, Professor Muammer
Ozer, Ph.D. (Pittsburgh), College of Business,
City University of Hong Kong, is the first
and only person in the College of Business
to receive both the Teaching Excellence
Award and the Research Excellence Award.
His research focuses on the strategies,
behaviors, and performance of individuals,
teams and firms within the context of
innovation and technology management,
information technology and international
business. Participants in the seminar
appreciated the candid manner in which the
speaker highlighted the challenges faced by
researchers and the personal satisfaction and
professional rewards on moving forward with
determination and resilience.

The University has also now published
an OBTL Handbook to support and
strengthen the implementation of OBTL in the
University which can be downloaded from
the newly launched Quality Assurance in
HKSYU website: http://www.hksyu.edu/qa/

01  From left to right: Dr. Louis Ma, Dr.
Cecilia Chan and Dr. Henry Hu

02  From left to right: Professor David
Yeung, Dr. F.C. Hu, Professor Muammer
Ozer, Professor Catherine Sun and Mr.
Aman Shah

OBTL_Handbook.htm.

“I believe this Handbook will engage
colleagues in the reflective practice of teaching
and facilitate continuous quality enhancement
in the courses and programmes of study we
offer.” said Professor Y.S. Hu, Academic Vice
President.

On the Quality Assurance in HKSYU
website, students can find useful information
about the quality assurance framework,
the function of QAC, OBTL, departments’
External Examiners, etc.

The second Quality Assurance
Committee Seminar scheduled for 3 December
2012 will focus on using grade descriptors and
rubrics for assessment.
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