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Dr Jacqueline PULLINGER (left) and Mr SHIH
Wing-ching (right) were each conferred hon-
orary doctorates by HKSYU.

HKSYU 50th Graduation Ceremony:
Honorary Doctorates Conferred on

Dr Jacqueline PULLINGER
and Mr SHIH Wing-ching

At Hong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU)'s
50th Graduation Ceremony and Honorary Doc-
torate Conferment Ceremony, two eminent in-
dividuals were recognized for their exceptional
contributions to Hong Kong society. Dr Jac-
queline PULLINGER, founder of St. Stephen’s
Society, was awarded an Honorary Doctor of
Social Sciences, while Centaline Group Chair-
man Mr SHIH Wing-ching received an Honorary
Doctor of Business Administration.

Professor CHEUNG Yuet-wah, Head of the De-
partment of Sociology and Distinguished
Professor at HKSYU, lauded Dr PULLINGER’s
decades-long commitment to drug rehabil-
itation in Hong Kong. Since her arrival in the
city in 1966, Dr PULLINGER has transformed
the lives of countless individuals by fostering
an environment of love and hope, free from
discrimination and punishment. In 1981, she
established St. Stephen’s Society, a non-profit
organisation enhancing welfare and rehabilita-
tion services, earning her the moniker “Mother
Teresa of Hong Kong”.

Professor CHEUNG highlighted the enduring
impact of the “spiritual community” model of
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Professor HU Yao-su, Provost of HKSYU,
conferred the honorary doctorate upon Dr
Jacqueline PULLINGER.

(From left) Member of HKSYU Board of
Governors Mr WOO Kwok-hing, Provost
Professor HU Yao-su, Mr SHIH Wing-ching, Dr
Jacqueline PULLINGER, Chairman of Board of
Governors Mr Kenneth TING, and Vice Chairman
of Board of Governors Dr Francis CHEUNG.

rehabilitation pioneered by Dr PULLINGER 60
years ago. The holistic approach, combining
comprehensive care with spiritual support, has
enabled many to break free from the chains of
addiction and rebuild their lives. He commend-
ed Dr PULLINGER “for her role as a pioneer in
the rehabilitation of drug addicts since the
mid-1960s, and her continuous contributions
to Hong Kong’s drug treatment and rehabilita-
tion system over the decades”.

Expressing gratitude for the honour, Dr
PULLINGER reaffirmed her commitment to
serving those trapped in poverty through St.
Stephen’s Society. She also encouraged the
graduates of HKSYU to make an impact on the
people around them in good and bad times,
emphasising the biblical principle of “loving
one’s neighbour”.

The citation for Mr SHIH Wing-ching, written by
Professor Peter WONG Chung-ming of the De-
partment of Journalism and Communication,
was read by Head of Department Dr LEE Ka-
man, also HKSYU Assistant Vice President. In
the citation, Mr SHIH was commended for his
entrepreneurial spirit and innovative business

philosophy. Founding Centaline Property Agen-
cy at the age of 29, the company committed to
the “focusing on agency, not speculation” prin-
ciple. Mr SHIH also adopted a “3-3-3 strategy”,
allowing employees, shareholders, and the com-
pany to share profits equally and receive their
fair share of rewards.

Dr LEE highlighted Mr SHIH’s dedication to stay
attuned to the pulse of the times by establish-
ing free newspaper am730, where he shares his
business insights, life experiences and manage-
ment philosophy. Dr LEE also lauded Mr SHIH’s
compassion and commitment to improving the
society through his philanthropic endeavours,
such as the SHIH Wing-ching Foundation, to
“give back to society and to improve it”. She
commended Mr SHIH’s contribution to society
“serves as an inspiring example for students
to follow”.

Mr SHIH expressed his honour in receiving the
honorary doctorate and reflected on the pursuit
of knowledge. He reminded graduates to stay
humble and recognize the cumulative wisdom
of past generations. Speaking to the media after
the ceremony, he shared his personal philoso-
phy of self-assessment and innovation, encour-
aging students to “leave room for exploration”
in their learning journeys and embrace lateral
thinking to explore new possibilities.

The 50th Graduation Ceremony was held in four
sessions across two days on the 28th and 29th
November, 2024. A total of 1,046 graduates were
awarded degrees from the University’s under-
graduate and postgraduate programmes. The
Presiding Officers who conferred the degrees
were Mr Kenneth TING, Chairman of Board of
Governors, Dr Francis CHEUNG, Vice Chairman
of Board of Governors, Professor Danny WONG,
Chairman of University Council, and Professor
HU Yao-su, Provost of HKSYU.

The Presenting Officers who introduced the
proceedings included members of HKSYU se-
nior management: Professor Catherine SUN,
Senior Vice President, Dr Jason CHOW, Vice
President (University Administration), and Dr
Alex LI, Associate Academic Vice President (Uni-
versity Research).

Among the graduates who were awarded de-
grees from the University’s postgraduate pro-
grammes, one was awarded a PhD in Psychol-
ogy, and four received Master of Philosophy
degrees in Chinese and History. The undergrad-
uate programmes also celebrated exceptional
achievements, with two graduates from the De-
partment of Chinese Language and Literature
receiving the “Academic Programme Achieve-
ment Award”.
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HONG KONG SHUE YAN UNIVERSITY

The 50th Graduation Ceremony

I Citation

Jacqueline PULLINGER
Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa

A citation written and delivered by Professor CHEUNG Yuet-wah

Itis a great honour for me to present Dr. Jacqueline
PULLINGER for the degree of Doctor of Social Sci-
ences, honoris causa.

In the eyes of many in Hong Kong, the Kowloon
Walled City held an air of mystery, notorious for
its reputation as a haven for illicit activities such
as triad societies, drug trafficking, prostitution,
and unauthorized medical practices. It existed as a
place of “three non-interventions,” outside the di-
rect governance of Hong Kong, the British authori-
ties, and Mainland China. It was not until 1987 that
China and the UK jointly decided to demolish the
Walled City. The demolition process was complet-
edin 1994.

While portrayals of the Kowloon Walled City in the
media often focus on its darker aspects — violence,
illegal gambling, prostitution, poverty, etc. — they
were hardly the full picture of life within its walls.
Unlikely as it may seem, a 22-year-old British wom-
an, fresh from music school, answered a divine
calling and ventured to Hong Kong for missionary
work, eventually making her home in the heart
of the Walled City. Her unwavering dedication to
aiding the destitute in one of Hong Kong’s most
deprived areas gradually earned her the respect
of residents and even the forbearance of criminal
factions. Remarkable tales of criminals and opium
addicts embracing Christianity and forging new life
paths were vividly chronicled in her books Crack in
the Wall: The Life and Death of Kowloon Walled City
(London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1973) and Chasing
the Dragon: One Woman’s Struggle Against the
Darkness of Hong Kong’s Drug Dens (London: Hod-
der & Stoughton, 1980).

Dr. PULLINGER embarked on her mission sin-
gle-handedly, gradually assembling a team of vol-
unteer helpers—many of whom were recent con-
verts with histories of addiction or crime. Through
word of mouth, the compassionate efforts of Dr.
PULLINGER and her team resonated with resi-
dents within and around the Walled City, earning
her the title of “Hong Kong’s Mother Teresa”. Dr.
PULLINGER’s approach was simple yet profound:
she delved into the hearts of individuals in dis-

tress, guiding them to draw upon inner strength to
break free from their pasts and embrace a new life
through God’s love.

The 1970s witnessed an expansion of their efforts
in saving lives and souls, leading to the establish-
ment of several homes for worship and drug reha-
bilitation. These initiatives culminated in the for-
mal establishment of the St. Stephen’s Society in
1981. In 1985, the Hong Kong Government allocat-
ed the Hang Fook resettlement camp in Sham Shui
Po to the Society, significantly bolstering their wel-
fare and rehabilitation endeavours. Subsequently,
in 1997, the Hong Kong Government allocated a
plot of land in Shatin to the St. Stephen’s Society
for the construction of multi-purpose rehabilita-
tion homes, where individuals with multiple addic-
tions and their caregivers resided together. After
twenty-five years of profound community service,
Dr. PULLINGER garnered recognition, including an
MBE from the UK in 1988 and an Honorary Doctor of
Social Sciences from the University of Hong Kong
in 1991.

Dr. PULLINGER’ s contributions to the Hong Kong
society cannot be fully appreciated without a refer-
ence to the drug scene of Hong Kong in the second
half of the 20th century. Opium, once legal in the
British Colony of Hong Kong since the 19th century,
left a troubling legacy of widespread opium addic-
tion. During the early 20th century, heroin, a deriv-
ative of opium, gained popularity due to its ease
of use, portability, and profitability compared to
opium. By the 1940s, heroin had become the domi-
nantillicit drugin Hong Kong, yet governmental at-
tention towards the heroin crisis remained scarce.
Treatment for narcotics addicts was limited to
short-term detoxification services offered by a few
hospitals until 1958, when a compulsory treatment
programme was implemented for severe addicts
within the prison population. In 1961, the Society
for the Aid and Rehabilitation of Drug Addicts (SAR-
DA), a voluntary treatment NGO under government
subvention, was founded, signaling the beginning
of voluntary addiction treatment services. Conse-
quently, two forms of treatment services emerged
in Hong Kong since the 1960s: compulsory treat-

L

ment for addicts in prisons and voluntary treat-
ment services for addicts within the community.

As the concept of treating narcotics addiction be-
gan to take root in the minds of government offi-
cials and healthcare practitioners in the 1960s, the
arrival of Dr. PULLINGER in 1966 proved timely. Her
pioneering work demonstrated that saving the lives
of addicts could be achieved through a communal
approach that involved addicts, their families, and
dedicated staff members. Within this community,
there was no room for discrimination, degrada-
tion, or punishment. Instead, addicts were envel-
oped in a nurturing environment characterized by
love, hope, and support from spiritually connected
brothers and sisters in the family of Jesus.

This setting could be described as a “Spiritual
Community,” serving as one of the earliest forms
of “Therapeutic Community,” an approach that
has gained prominence in drug rehabilitation since
the 1990s. Alongside Dr. PULLINGER, several Chris-
tian organizations had also initiated rehabilitation
efforts with addicts from the late 1960s onwards.
Christian programmes that focused on saving both
bodies and souls gradually emerged as a corner-
stone of rehabilitation services for drug addicts in
Hong Kong during the 1960s and 1970s. These ini-
tiatives not only became integral to Hong Kong’ s
drug treatment and rehabilitation landscape, but
also served as a source of inspiration for the gov-
ernment, public health professionals, and social
workers in shaping the evolving system for decades
to come.

By the 2000s, the drug scene in Hong Kong under-
went a significant transformation. A notable surge
in the use of psychoactive substances, particularly
ecstasy and ketamine, among young people, ne-
cessitated adaptations in the existing heroin-fo-
cused treatment facilities to cater to the needs of
young psychoactive drug abusers. The government
responded by allocating substantial resources and
manpower to address the escalating problem of
youth drug abuse, resulting in a marked decline in
the prevalence of drug abuse among young people
over the past decade. This shift underscores a pro-
active response to the changing dynamics of drug
abuse, with a focus on tailored interventions to
effectively combat emerging substance use trends
among the youth population in Hong Kong.

Presently, Hong Kong’s drug intervention frame-
work has evolved into a contemporary, efficient,
and multifaceted system that leverages cut-
ting-edge counselling and psychosocial method-
ologies while prioritizing positive treatment out-
comes. Despite the increasing modernization and
institutionalization in the organization of drug
strategies, Christian religious programmes persist
as pivotal components of drug rehabilitation ini-
tiatives.

The enduring legacy of the “spiritual community”
model, pioneered by Dr. PULLINGER six decades
ago, stands as a testament to its enduring effec-
tiveness. This approach, rooted in healing both
the body and soul—a principle that has defined Dr.
PULLINGER’s lifelong dedication—remains a po-
tent catalyst in motivating individuals struggling
with addiction to break free from drug dependence
and embark on a transformative journey towards a
new life. The integration of Christian values and the
holistic approach to healing continue to demon-
strate their relevance and resilience in the realm of
drug rehabilitation, underscoring the profound im-
pact of spiritual support and comprehensive care
in fostering rehabilitation and recovery among in-
dividuals grappling with the harms of substance
abuse in Hong Kong.

Professor HU, in recognition of her role as a pioneer
in the rehabilitation of drug addicts since the mid-
1960s, and her continuous contributions to Hong
Kong’s drug treatment and rehabilitation system
over the decades, | present to you Dr. Jacqueline
PULLINGER for the degree of Doctor of Social Sci-
ences honoris causa.
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Love Your Neighbour:
Jacqueline PULLINGER’s
Selfless Dedication in

Hong Kong’s Forgotten Corners

The film, Twilight of the Warriors: Walled In,
brings back the life of residents inside the for-
gotten Kowloon Walled City in the 1980s. The
shadowy fortress, known as a haven for drugs
and crime, existed as a place of “three non-in-
terventions” before it was demolished. One
young British missionary, however, was deter-
mined to sow hope for the lost youth who lived
inside the walls. Dr Jacqueline PULLINGER,
then fresh out of University, arrived in Hong
Kong in the mid-1960s with one purpose: to
serve those who society had cast aside. Now
in her 80s, she remains in Hong Kong, working
quietly for the city’s most vulnerable.

Dr PULLINGER’s selfless service aligns with the
spirit of Hong Kong Shue Yan University’s mot-
to, “Cultivating virtues of benevolence; broad-
ening horizons and knowledge.” In recognition
of her role as a pioneer in the rehabilitation
of drug addicts for six decades, the University
presented her with the honorary Doctor of So-
cial Sciences degree.

In an interview with Shue Yan Newsletter, Dr
PULLINGER expressed her gratitude and appre-
ciation, stating that
she carefully read
about the Universi-
ty before accepting
the honour. “I very
much appreciate
what your univer-
sity has done, so
I'm glad to ac-
cept the hon-
our,” she said.
Her mission,
“Love your
neighbour”,

is  rooted
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in her faith and is something she encourages
young people to explore. She hopes they will
find meaning in it by connecting with the im-
poverished.

Dr Jacqueline PULLINGER’s journey began not
in ministry butin music. A graduate of London’ s
Royal College of Music, she first taught musicin
England. But her calling was always greater. In
1966, then 22, she travelled alone from London
to Hong Kong, beginning her missionary work
to help countless underprivileged people over
several decades.

Now 80, Dr PULLINGER is based in Cheung Sha
Wan, with St. Stephen’s Society situated in a
community surrounded by markets, old build-
ings, and public housing estates. Looking
out from her window, she can see the weath-
ered pipes of the buildings across the street,
a view she loves because it represents Hong
Kong’s reality.

Following what she describes as a “calling from
God”, Dr PULLINGER is determined to make the
most of her only one life to avoid future regrets.
Upon arriving in Hong Kong, Dr PULLINGER
taught music at a school to support herself
while moonlighting with the Hong Kong Phil-
harmonic—until her missionary work began to
occupy her fully.

A year after arriving, she stepped into the Kow-
loon Walled City for the first time. “There was
no water, not many people had electricity, and
sewers were just opened. There were more rats
than people,” she recalls. “The teenagers and

Dr PULLINGER (third right), Professor CHEUNG Yuet-Wah
(second right) and guests.

Dr PULLINGER helped countless young people from underprivi-

¥

leged backgrounds in Kowloon Walled City.
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children have no free primary school. One lit-
tle school | was used to help in - charging $4 a
month, many students just couldn’t afford it.”
The plight of young people trapped in crime
and addiction struck her deeply. They included
those who sold tickets at adult cinemas or chil-
dren whose parents were addicts. “They have
no choice in life. Of course, they are going to
join the gang.”

Dr PULLINGER’s answer was to support these
lost youth by opening a youth centre inside
the Walled City. Among other things, it offered
recreational activities and organized camping
trips, showing them a different way of life. It
was about giving them “sunshine in their lives”,
she says. It was only when the Walled City was
demolished in 1993, after more than 20 years of
service there, that she left the area.

In 1981, Dr PULLINGER founded the St. Ste-
phen’s Society, a community dedicated to
supporting addicts and the poor across Hong
Kong. Today, the organization houses over 100
residents while providing alternative education
for youth to encourage them to live beyond
screens, video games, and mobile phones. She
smiles as she explains that the society was
not very organized initially, as it began with
her simply opening her own home to those in
need. As more volunteers joined and a bank ac-
count was needed, an organization was formed.
“Helping and loving poor people isn’t charity

Ll\;.ﬂ“‘"
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work. | just saw someone in need, sometimes |
took them into my home to live with me, some-
times | helped them get off drugs,” she says, “I
just came to share my life with them.”

Having lived here for most of her life, Dr
PULLINGER considers Hong Kong her home,
more so than her birthplace in Britain. “Hong
Kong is a great place full of wonderful people,”
she says, though she admits the city’s stark in-
equality prevents many from starting a good
life. “There is still so much to do; | haven’t fin-
ished yet.”

Her empathy extends especially to the elder-
ly women she has met. “Most of the old ladies
were working two or three jobs in order to raise
their children and send them to school or Uni-
versity... | highly respect them,” she says.

Like the biblical command to “love your neigh-
bour,” Dr PULLINGER has never strayed from
this message. She encourages University stu-
dents to get involved with the impoverished to
find life and riches. “The more you are involved
with people who have little, the more you re-
alize how little you have because they have so
much to give you,” she says. Then you start to
look at things the other way round.”

(from left) Professor HUI Yew-foong, Associate Academ-
ic Vice President (Accreditation and Programme Devel-
opment); Mr Jeffrey CHAN, President of HKSYU Alumni
Association; Dr PULLINGER; Ms Sophia YIP, Associate
Vice President (Student Affairs).

Dr PULLINGER was conferred the degree of Doctor of
Social Science, honoris causa, for her contributions to
Hong Kong’ s drug treatment and rehabilitation system.
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HONG KONG SHUE YAN UNIVERSITY

I The 50th Graduation Ceremony
Citation

SHIH Wing-ching

Doctor of Business Administration, honoris causa

A citation translated by Dr. KUNG Chi-keung

The Three Keywords

In 1978, 29-year-old SHIH Wing-ching found
himself in a fierce conflict between his ideals
and reality. Then he was completely galvanized
by a single sentence spoken by his mother:
“How would you survive without me?” This
awakening spurred him to venture into busi-
ness, where he co-founded a real estate agency
with a friend—one that would “never engage in
property speculation but commit fully to being
a property agent.” He named it “Zhongyuan di-
chan,” or “Centaline Property” in English. Mr.
SHIH explained that the name “zhongyuan,”
meaning “Central Plains,” came to him sponta-
neously, embodying his youthful ambitions and
dreams—aiming for the heartland and striving
for success. This marked the first indelible key-
word in his life.

Before turning 29, Mr. SHIH harbored strong
ideals, and was passionate about pursuing his
“heartland.” He traveled to the countryside
of Mainland China and participated in the “Up
to the Mountains and Down to the Villages”
movement to experience firsthand the harsh
realities faced by the poor and lower-middle
class peasants. In Hong Kong, he taught for
eight years at an evening school for workers,
earning a meager wage. Despite the challeng-
es, he had no regrets and felt that his life was
extraordinarily fulfilling. During this time, he
read numerous books, including works by the
British philosopher Bertrand Russell, as well as
The Gadfly by E.L. Voynich and How the Steel
Was Tempered by Nikolai Ostrovsky. However,
he could not survive on books alone, and of-
ten had to rely on his mother’ s support to help
him through those trying times. Eventually, he
channeled his goals from his youthful ideals of
the “heartland” into seeking tangible success
through the company.

In 1992, Mr. SHIH took full control of Centaline
Property Agency Limited. He was now able to
execute the business philosophy and strategies
he had envisioned, expanding the company

from Hong Kong to the Mainland, his “heart-
land.” Through dedication and hard work, he
established over 2,000 branches nationwide,
employing more than 40,000 staff. At this stage,
Centaline achieved wealth-building for him and
left an indelible mark in his life.

In business, Mr. SHIH adopts a 3-3-3 strategy,
dividing profits equally among employees,
shareholders, and the company. He wants to
ensure that workers receive their fair share
of rewards. He founded “am730” and applied
these same principles.

In July 2005, “am730,” Hong Kong’s third free
newspaper, was launched. This marked the sec-
ond keyword in his life. The newspaper targets
students and white-collar workers. For them,
“7:30 a.m.” represents a fresh start every morn-
ing as they head to schools or offices—a time
of day that pulsates with energy and life. Every
day, Mr. SHIH communicates his unique news
perspectives and ideas to the public. Through
his daily news column, “C View,” he discusses
current affairs and shares business insights,
life experiences, and his business philosophy
that values the free market and “non-interven-
tionist” principles. Regardless of the topic, he
stays attuned to the pulse of the times and is
unafraid to voice his opinions.

In 2022, he completely revamped the “am730”
website and mobile app. By this point, in ad-
dition to being a businessman, he had evolved
into a media personality and respected col-
umnist. Through “am730,” he has put his life
philosophy into practice and embarked on the
path to becoming a cultural figure.

The third keyword is “Foundation.”

In his early years, Mr. SHIH made a number of
charitable donations, showing a keen interest
inimproving the social distribution of resources
through philanthropy. In 1994, he established
the “SHIH Wing-Ching Foundation,” donating
shares worth up to $4.5 billion from Centaline

L

Property Agency Limited of Hong Kong and Chi-
na to address the “Three Rural Issues” related
to rural development on the Mainland: agricul-
ture, rural areas, and peasants. He later donat-
ed his personal shares in “am730,” solidifying
his role as a philanthropist.

Two Inscriptions

Two inscriptions are displayed in Mr. SHIH’ s of-
fice, reflecting his most deeply-held beliefs.

The first reads, “It is more blessed to give than
to receive.” This highlights his intention and
purpose in establishing his Foundation, empha-
sizing his commitment to giving back to society
and improving it. Not only does society benefit,
but he also feels “more blessed.”

The second inscription comes from the closing
lines of the famous poem “The Fisherman,” at-
tributed to Qu Yuan:

“When the Canglang’s water is clear, | can
wash my tassel;
When the Canglang’s water is muddy, | can
wash my feet.”

This encapsulates Mr. SHIH’s philosophy of life
and path to success. Whether in good times or
bad, he approaches changes in the world with
equanimity.

A Sympathetic Heart
In his early years, while traversing the heart-
land, Mr. SHIH witnessed the plight of impover-

ished peasants:

“They had no oxen, so they pulled the plow
with their shoulders, which became swollen,

inflamed, and bleeding. Yet, they still had to
pull, without even enough clothing. Later, there
was a saying: ‘peasants truly suffer, the coun-
tryside is truly poor, and agriculture is truly
backward.” Thus, | have always been concerned
about the living conditions of peasants.”

These experiences motivated him to establish
his Foundation. His compassion was also in-
spired by Bertrand Russell, who spoke of “un-
bearable pity for the suffering of mankind.” His
empathy has driven Mr. SHIH to care deeply for
society’ s well-being, thus fulfilling his lifelong
mission.

Mr. SHIH Wing-ching, who has built his busi-
ness from the ground up, speaks candidly and
actively contributes to society, serving as an
inspiring example for students to follow. There-
fore, I respectively invite our Provost, Professor
Hu, to confer upon Mr. SHIH the degree of Doc-
tor of Business Administration, honoris causa.
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Mr SHIH Wing-ching on
Building a Life’s Work:

A Quest for Knowledge and
Compassion

Mr SHIH Wing-ching, founder of Centaline Prop-
erty, started his company 46 years ago with just
a shared desk. Today, Centalineis a leading real
estate agency household name, employing over
30,000 people across Hong Kong and Mainland
China. His remarkable journey - from an aspir-
ing young idealist to the architect of an indus-
try giant - has earned him an honorary Doctor-
ate of Business Administration from Hong Kong
Shue Yan University.

In his interview with Shue Yan Newsletter, Mr
SHIH spoke with humility and introspection, ad-
mitting to “mixed feelings” about the honour.
“I’m not someone who seeks out accolades,”
he says, “but I’ m honoured nonetheless.”

At 75, Mr SHIH’s commitment to society’s
well-being and relentless pursuit of knowledge
resonates with Hong Kong Shue Yan Universi-
ty’s motto, “Cultivating virtues of benevolence;
broadening horizon and knowledge”. Guided
by Taoist philosophy, he views true goodness
as empowering others to chart their own paths.
“Human beings are naturally curious,” he re-
flects. “We’re born to question, and in seeking
answers, we learn and broaden our knowledge.”

Mr SHIH praises Shue Yan’s approach, which
he says places students’ growth at the center
of its mission, less bound by the constraints of
conventional systems. He encourages the Uni-
versity to remain true to its founding vision
and resist the pressures of chasing rankings or
funding benchmarks alone.

A deep commitment to social justice marked Mr
SHIH’ s early life. Just out of secondary school
and not yet 20, he began teaching at a night
school for workers, many of whom had missed
out on formal education. He wanted to do more
than pass on knowledge; he hoped to inspire
them to advocate for their rights. He recalls
a day when a student mistook his quiet walk
home for something darker, even following him

Mr SHIH Wing-ching was honoured to earn an honorary Doctor-
ate of Business Administration from HKSYU.

to ensure he was not contemplating self-harm.
“Those were difficult, but fulfilling, days,” he
smiles.

By 29, Mr SHIH made a pivotal shift, co-founding
Centaline Property with a partner and a modest
investment of $5,000. In 2005, he expanded into
media, launching the free newspaper am730, a
platform for his perspectives on business and
society.

Today, Mr SHIH is as much an educator as he is
an entrepreneur. He still teaches business and
real estate management at local universities. In
2007, he founded the city’s first private prima-
ry school promoting affective nature education
and autonomous learning. For Mr SHIH, knowl-
edge cannot be confined to textbooks. “Books
come in two types,” he notes, “those written by
people and those ‘heavenly books’ we experi-
ence in nature and society. School teaches the
first, but true wisdom is in the latter.”

Mr SHIH himself is a lifelong student. “My curi-
osity about the universe, my quest for truth—it
has never stopped,” he says. He hopes young
people will harness this same curiosity, equip-
ping themselves to thrive in an ever-competi-
tive world. However, he observes that many
Hong Kong students “study to land a good job
or gain diplomas” rather than out of a true hun-
ger for knowledge. Learning, he insists, should
be less about “model answers” and more about
learning to ask questions. “If you can ask ques-
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tions you don’t understand and pursue an-
swers, then you’ re truly learning,” he says.

He is pragmatic about the prospects of Hong
Kong’s youth climbing the social ladder, noting
that the opportunities available today, such as
12 years of free education, are far greater than
in the past. “Don’t start making excuses for
failure before you have even started trying,”
he says.

While he has built his career from nothing, he
urges young people to wait before entrepre-
neurship. “Work for at least three years, build
experience, and reach a management position
first,” he advises. He warns that around 80% of
new businesses fail within two years, and fewer
than 5% survive beyond five years. A more mea-
sured approach, he suggests, can set a stronger
foundation for success.

Yet, for all his success, Mr SHIH remains re-
markably modest. The pursuit of external ap-
pearances—fashion, cars, or other symbols of
status, he says, only leads to a dead-end. He
has committed all his shares in Centaline to his
charitable foundation, disinterested in wealth
for its own sake. “Money means little beyond a
modest life,” he remarks, adding that the deep-
est fulfilment lies in “finding value in others”,
such as through charitable work.

As for his guiding beliefs, Mr SHIH quotes Brit-
ish philosopher Bertrand Russell: a longing for
love, a pursuit of truth, and “an unbearable pity
for the suffering of mankind.” He believes this
is the essence of a meaningful life: “finding val-
ue in others, allowing life to extend infinitely.”

Mr SHIH (middle) and his family shared the joy of receiv-
ing an honorary doctorate degree from HKSYU.

Mr SHIH is a lifelong student, stating that most of his
knowledge has been acquired through self-learning.
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HKSYU Launches International
Foundation Year Programme

Hong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU) took a
significant step towards promoting Hong Kong
as a global higher education hub by introducing
the city’s first one-year International Foundation
Year Programme (IFYP) in September 2024. The
programme, designed for international students,
aligns with the government’s commitment to build
the “Study in Hong Kong” brand on a global scale.

At a media event held on November 13, 2024 at
the Mrs Dorothy KOO and Dr Ti Hua KOO Plaza
in the campus, HKSYU Senior Vice President
Professor Catherine SUN said the University is
taking a proactive approach to address challenges
brought by declining birth rates and intensified
competition from an increasing number of higher
education institutions in the city. She highlighted
the need to “find our own students”, as the
University sought to diversify its student base and
expand its reach to the international market.

Drawing on global practices, Professor SUN said
foundation programmes are a proven pathway to
recruit international students. HKSYU is actively
targeting students from all places. She said the
programme has already received numerous
inquiries for the next academic year, with South-
East Asian students showing the most interest.
Professor SUN expressed confidence in an increase
in enrolment numbers for the upcoming year.

Professor SUN also highlighted the affordability
of HKSYU’s programmes, with tuition fees for
its postgraduate courses about half the cost of
comparable programmes offered by overseas
or public universities. The University is also
integrating digital learning elements to stay align
with modern educational trends.

IFYP Programme Director Dr Michelle CHAN
said the programme is meticulously designed
to not only enhance international students’
academic abilities, but also support their holistic

—

HKSYU Senior Vice President Professor Catherine SUN
(third left); IFYP Programme Director Dr Michelle CHAN
(second right); local student TAM Suet-ching (right) and
three IFYP students.

development. The curriculum equips students
with a solid foundation in areas such as social
sciences, business, arts, and culture while
enhancing their language proficiency, ensuring
they are well-prepared for undergraduate studies.

The inaugural class of IFYP comprises 15
international students from South Korea, India,
Pakistan, and Myanmar. Among them, Htet Htet
0o Wai from Myanmar, shared that her decision to
study in Hong Kong stemmed from her passion for
experiencing different cultures and engaging with
people from diverse backgrounds. She plans to
continue her undergraduate studies at HKSYU.

Similarly, Muaarij Haider from Pakistan expressed
gratitude for the University’s robust support,
especially for the prayer room and halal food
options. He credited these accommodations,
along with the help of senior students and peers
for easing his transition to a new environment.
He aims to pursue a bachelor’s or even a master’s
degree in Applied Data Science at HKSYU.

South Korean student Chan Woo Seok reflected
positively on his IFYP learning experience, describing
the programme as flexible and manageable,
allowing him to enjoy learning at his own pace.

The IFYP curriculum combines compulsory
foundational courses with optional electives
tailored to students’ academic interests. Core
subjects include English, basic Mandarin, and
Chinese communication skills, while elective
options include data analytics, economics, and
psychology.

This full-time, one-year programme has tuition
fees set at HK$80,000, inclusive of on-campus
accommodation. With an annual intake capacity of
60 students, the programme is open to candidates

(From left) IFYP students Chan Woo Seok (South Korea),
Htet Htet Oo Wai (Myanmar), and Muaarij Haider (Paki-
stan), alongside local student TAM Suet-ching, enjoyed
halal meals together.

holding foreign passports who meet the entry
requirements. Graduates who achieve the required
language proficiency (IELTS 5.5 or equivalent) will
beeligible tojoin HKSYU’ s four-year undergraduate
degree programmes the following September.

Beyond academics, IFYP offers cultural activities
to enhance students’ understanding of Hong
Kong’s rich cultural diversity. This semester’s
highlights include a coffee art workshop and visits
to cultural landmarks such as PMQ and Tai Kwun.
To further support international students, HKSYU
has introduced a buddy system, pairing them with
local students who assist in navigating everyday
challenges and adjusting to life in Hong Kong.
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Hong Kong Shue Yan University Climbs

in QS Asia University Rankings

Hong Kong Shue Yan University has made steady
strides in the QS World University Rankings: Asia
2025, climbing to 342nd position from last year’s
range of 351-400. The University management ex-
pressed their gratitude to the faculty, students,
and broader university community for their ded-
icated contributions towards this achievement,
which underscores the University’s strong aca-
demic commitment and bolstered research ini-
tiatives.

Professor Selina CHAN Ching, HKSYU Academic
Vice President, noted that this progress is partic-
ularly commendable given the increase in more
than 100 universities participating in this year’s
QS Asia rankings. “The result reflects HKSYU’s
sustained competitiveness,” she said, pointing to
the University’s research intensity is highlighted
by QS.

Professor CHAN said it is a testament to col-
leagues’ efforts in advancing research and driv-
ing community-oriented initiatives in collabora-
tion with the industry over the past few years.
She affirmed the University’s commitment to ex-
pand research in the field of Digital Humanities,
benefiting professional communities.

Looking towards the future, HKSYU has outlined
the “Five Ps” plan: Programmes, Practices, Pro-
file, People and Place. For Programmes, Profes-
sor Chan said the University will ensure its cur-
riculum remains relevant to the digital age and
market demands. On Practices, the University
aspires to broaden student internships and work
experience placements beyond Hong Kong, en-
couraging students to explore opportunities in
the Greater Bay Area, Beijing, Shanghai and over-
seas. Under Profile, she emphasized the need for
greater public visibility to showcase the Universi-
ty’s accomplishments.

Professor CHAN added that the University stands
out in cultural heritage and mental health fields
and expressed optimism for continued growth.
One particular notable initiative is the launch
of the “Intangible Cultural Heritage Metaverse”
project. Supported by the Intangible Cultural
Heritage Office, the project utilizes VR technol-
ogy to bring the Cheung Chau Bun Festival to
audience digitally. Led by Professor Chan and
involving faculty from the Applied Data Science
and Sociology departments, this initiative exem-

plifies HKSYU’s dedication to interdisciplinary
collaboration in preserving and promoting local
traditions.

Dr Jason CHOW Tak-sang, HKSYU Vice President
(University Administration), said the rise in the
QS ranking reflects the University’s years of com-
mitment to teaching, research and investing in
campus infrastructure through the lens of Digi-
tal Humanities. He likened it to a dragon boat
race, with everyone from management to faculty
and students working to-
ward the same goal. Yet,
Dr CHOW acknowledged
that many of the Univer-
sity’s core values, such as
Confucian ethics and ded-
ication to student devel-
opment, are not directly
measurable in the ranking
metrics. He hopes HKSYU
will continue to pursue
both the “visible and in-
visible” elements that define its identity.

Dr CHOW said Digital Humanities at HKSYU is
about harnessing digital technologies to enrich
humanities education and research. The Univer-
sity currently has several funded research proj-
ects, leveraging digital technology to promote
traditional culture, enhance students’ learning
experiences, and support innovative teaching
methods. He said the University’s future priorities
include advancing digital humanities, promoting
innovative approaches that integrate traditional
practices, and creating pathways for students to
apply their learning in real-world contexts.

Dr Alex LI Wang-on, Associate Academic Vice
President (University Research) of HKSYU, high-
lighted the university’s strong focus on develop-
ing interdisciplinary research and Digital Human-
ities. HKSYU is a close-knit community fostering
collaboration across disciplines and enables fac-
ulty to share insights in teaching and research.
Dr LI also noted the growing presence of course-
work and research projects in the field of Digital
Humanities. He stressed the importance of forg-
ing stronger partnerships with the industry to en-
hance the recognition of graduates and provide
them with a competitive edge in their careers.
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Dr Jason CHOW Tak-sang, HKSYU Vice President (Univer-
sity Administration), said the University’s future priori-
ties include advancing digital humanities. IZATHEIKE
BEEBLERT RERFBEEMMABBIEAXEE -

Professor Selina CHAN Ching, HKSYU Academic Vice
President, said the University stands out in the fields of
cultural heritage and mental health, and expressed opti-
mism for continued growth in these areas. {Z KZ2HBIKE
PR BRI  CRTE BB E ) M T E R mIEEEREE
HOHERFEBEPEM I EERE-

Dr Alex LI Wang-on, HKSYU Associate Academic Vice Pres-
ident (University Research), said HKSYU’ s strengthsinin-
terdisciplinary research and Digital Humanities position
it well for future growth. IZKIRIB2HEIRE (KBHRE) =
aAzfELiE BERKEBAXZRCANERARZ—-
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Projects obtained funding from the Competitive Research Funding Schemes for the Local Self-financing Degree Sector 2024/2025
1#2024/2025F E 7t B B B i 57 R B ST B By st RIEFRVIE E
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Total

Project Title JHE 4138 Principal InvestigatorEEf3E8  Funding Period Amount Awarded
(Months) (HKS)
FACULTY DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (FDS) # &% E5t+E|
Positive side to juggling between work and care? A mixed-method Dr LAU Hi-po 24 895,466
investigation on work-family enrichment among Hong Kong working gEEHLT
caregivers for adults with long-term care needs
TEEFREARIRIA  ERIREEE TIFRREN G REMENRE 5 EHE
HKSYU SeCllI'eS Pakistani Entrepreneurship and its Socio-cultural Correlates: A Dr MAN Pui-kwan 24 744,283
. . Mixed-Method Study in Hong Kong SOREEL
Record-High Funding ERHTEA 2 8RR AL R — B BOR A
i
for ResearCh PrOJeCtS Longitudinal Associations Between Adverse Childhood Dr CHAN Chui-yi 24 884,528
Experiences, Anxiety and Depression, Resilience, and Emotional BB EL
Eating: A Moderated Mediation Model
. . . . REFREERBEETERBNOMMEE B BRI AEE$
Hong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU) has Looking ahead, he hoped the research projects FHERIFZE
achieved remarkable success in the Research  will integrate with teaching development and
Grants Council (RGC)’ s 2024/25 Competitive Re-  new curriculum offerings, particularly in areas Effects of Diverse Training Paradigms on Enhancing Dr YANG Yike 18 649,868
. . . . Comprehensibility of Cantonese Speech in Immigrants HB—aE L
-Fl- > . LEBAREIIGRA R RS EANB R BErBRMENY
search Funding Schemes for the Local Self-Fi such as arts, technology and digital media ARG =S EE IR AR
nancing Degree Sector (CRFS). The University
: ; : How Stroke-Survivor-Adult-Children-Caregiver Dyads Have Coped Prof CHOW Esther 22 820,050
has its largelst numb?r of fundEd.p.rOJe(:tS since Interdependently in Achieving Well-being: A Mixed-Methods Study Oi-wah
the schemes' launch in 2013, receiving a total of Informing Policy Decisions BEEL
1 i N - FPEETFE B A T2 BEEE — AR A BB I B IREAL
HK$8.8 million to support 13 research projects. 135}%1/5 E%méﬁéﬂb ecllavirby Ryt
All 13 projects are rooted in the humanities and | *; DU
; P iceinli fani ; i _ =] Virtual Reality Based Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for Social Dr WANG Yi-zhou 24 805,376
SF)C[al sc!eqces discipline, allgr?lng with th,e _Umver ﬁjgfﬁ%ﬁ =) Anxiety-Driven Depression among Youths: A Randomized F—MiEL
sity’ s mission to advance Digital Humanities and Controlled Trial
reinvent liberal arts education for the digital age. Eéggggggﬁfﬂ?iﬁi’aﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ;ﬂﬁﬂ@%&fﬁE’W%ﬁﬂ%‘a:
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!:acu ty Peve opment Scheme (FDS), with fund- B AE—HAa 1 3EREIEEEEEE £55R4880 Social-Virtual Reality Applications: An Exploratory Study of the EIUNEES 6
ot ing ranging from HK$540 000 to HK$890 000 for BT 500135 5B LUk AR HL R ST E 8 Semiotic-driven Approach and Post-experiment User Enquiry
g . ’ S BT A sTal AR 12 RZHEBEN— BREMRERBREATNEE ALEKESN R
2T durations of 18 to $4 months. The remaining two FoTRAHMEENBERATHER BB B AKE (EC)  IRFIRFSREREN /5 AR E M & BBV R RIETIS
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% opment Scheme (IIDS). HKSYU achieved high- TEIEAX ) ~ERHRATHES R RethinkingTime»hon.oured Business in Hong Kong Through the Dr_G_A:S Chong 18 544,941
o Lens of the Community Economy BEREL
3 er-than-average success rates for both schemes 3EEHESHMEE > h 1 1ERR (KSR HEBCHRETFNEBETHE
> -32% for FDS and an impressive 67% for IIDS - re- - ) >
flecting our faculty and researchers’ dedication E (FaCUIty Development Scheme> ﬁ%%&}FDS) ’ Navigating the Visual Tapestry: Unveiling Stress Coping in the Dr CHUNG Man-chi 18 629,393
. o ) : BENEESENT4EERIE T BH18EAEE Resilience Journey of Caregivers of Children with Special Educational EEXEL
and the University’ s commitment to fostering a M B FMES (BR8] (Inter-Insti- ;\le%c;;thég;ﬁggg}%to%%ﬁg;on%Ko%g%ﬁ%ﬁg%Xﬂ ——
i ™ = RRNEBNREZIRIEBRADZET 3 K52 EFREEE AV EE
vibrant research culture. tutional Development Scheme > f#&11DS) > FDS balics e
Dr Alex LI, HKSYU Associate Academic Vice Pres- F1IIDSHIZEIEEMNHERINED R AE32%M67% » & ' _ o _ o
ident (University Research), said the number of H12 &R - - KRB %> BERNREFBRB Eggae;gfg%g;gggamme Silk Road Heritage [;;é'lﬁa%?’:' 18 650,811
applications in the recent round marked arecord #HEBEMMEASMHE > EEECAHEFFEX
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: ; ; Study of the Late Qing Poet Jiang Fengchen's Literary Works REREELT
tween teaching and researc.h at the Unl'ver5|ty. He o N BEEE S BRI B T R EFIZ
also noted that HKSYU achlevefj the highest suc- (T AIBEESBMARKE (KBHE) =Z4LELIED (G
cess rate among participating institutions in the (—E3) SFEBET BBE—FWERESIZFEI0FELY Sub-total of FDS projects: HKS$8,005,126.00
Social Sciences and Humanities panel, with over ZEZH—X > NEEBRHBEBHEE TS TEHHEL A
40% of its applications receiving funding—well E2fiFiZEc thi5 > MEH @RI EBR ASTE/NEFR -k INTER-INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (IIDS) BBtk 2 st &I
above the sector average of 27%. MRETE BT R BBINPERINER S
A TTZ 4 £ o "China": Past to Share/ Past to Contest Prof HE Qiliang 12 282,310
Dr. LI highlighted the importance of collaboration BERI927% MR (e HAEZBE RFZBE AHEHE
as many research projects require interdisciplin- N N =
ar cooy eration TFF)\e {?esearc?_. Office will corF:tin- EAZEEINRE HFLHETEEEESE MERE Building a free-play-friendly city: An interdisciplinary Dr TSANG Wallace Wai-hung 10 517,785
y coop ' e g (Research Office) RS BT EITEBRH collaboration in place-making BEAEL
ot encouage coss discplnany taives 0 aiiam i B e WHHRT 2 0BT 0
HEHEHSEENNREIUEEE S I WNE R
outcomes. o . Sub-total of 1IDS projects HK$800,095.00

HK$8,805,221.00
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HKSYU Digital Imaging Laboratory Opens:
Driving Innovation and Technological Advancement

Hong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU) cele-
brated the grand opening of its state-of-the-
art “Digital Imaging Laboratory” on December
4,2024. The event featured an innovative vir-
tual roast pig cutting ceremony that seam-
lessly blended digital technology with Chi-
nese cultural heritage.

Professor HU Yao-su, the Provost of HKSYU,
expressed his sincere gratitude for the gov-
ernment funding that enabled the universi-
ty to recruit top-tier academic staff from the
art and technology sectors and establish this
advanced facility. He emphasized the univer-
sity’s commitment to preparing students for
a rapidly evolving world by integrating digi-
tal innovation with liberal arts education.
He envisions the Bachelor of Social Sciences
(Hons) in Arts, Culture, and Technology (ACT)
as a balanced program combining humanities
and science, with the first cohort expected to
graduate in 2027 and make meaningful contri-
butions to society.

Professor Catherine SUN, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of HKSYU, highlighted that the ACT pro-
gram aims to cultivate talent in both art and
technology, aligning with the university’s
strategic goal of “reinventing liberal arts ed-
ucation for the digital era.” In addition, the
upcoming Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Digi-
tal Solutions for Entertainment and Game Ap-
plications, set to launch in the next academic
year, is another interdisciplinary program de-
signed to meet industry needs while fostering
innovation in Hong Kong. This new program
has also received support from the Education
Bureau (EDB).

Mr Esmond LEE Chung-sin, Deputy Secretary
for Education of the HKSAR, expressed his
delight at the opening of the “Digital Imag-
ing Laboratory” at HKSYU. In his speech, he
praised the university’s pioneering efforts in
the self-financing higher education sector,
particularly in support of the government’s
“Enhancement and Start-up Grant Scheme
for Self-financing Post-secondary Education.”
This scheme aims to provide financial assis-

tance to institutions developing market-driven
programs, and HKSYU’s applications under this
initiative have been exemplary.

The event also showcased a national intangi-
ble cultural heritage project curated by Pro-
fessor Selina CHAN Ching, the Academic Vice
President of HKSYU. Professor CHAN, from the
Department of Sociology, presented a 3D mod-
el and a 360-degree virtual exhibition depict-
ing the Hungry Ghosts (Yulan) Festival. Addi-
tionally, Assistant Professor of Sociology Dr
Patrick KE Pingchuan displayed his digital art-
work, “Prosperous Suzhou,” which illustrat-
ed the intersection of traditional culture and
technology.

Professor Catherine SUN, HKSYU Senior Vice President,
expressed gratitude to the Education Bureau for funding
the programs and thanked partners for their valuable
input on curriculum development.

HKSYU Provost Professor HU Yao-su said the University
will continue integrating innovative elements into its
teaching to equip young people for the future.

;%__? S

HKSYU senior management and guests
participated in a virtual roast pig cut-
ting ceremony, officially inaugurating
the Digital Imaging Laboratory.
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AIA Scholarships Now
Open for Applications

The AIA Foundation awarded the fourth round
of AIA Scholarships to outstanding university
students in Hong Kong on October 7, 2024. 14
students from Shue Yan University received this
Scholarship, including four first-year students
who were invited to the ceremony to celebrate
their academic excellence and contributions
to society.

Mr Alger FUNG, CEO of AIAHong Kong & Macau,
singer Mr Alfred HUI, Shue Yan’s graduate
Ms Melody WU, and another scholarship
recipient from a different university shared
their experiences of facing life’s challenges
with resilience and the invaluable support of
their mentors.

The AIA Scholarship aims to help students
access higher education, broaden their horizons,
and develop their potential. Each scholarship
recipient receives HK$50,000 per academic year
during theirundergraduate studies. Applications
for the next round of AlA Scholarships will close
on February 5, 2025. Interested students can
visit the website of Office of Student Affairs for
more information.
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Mr Alger FUNG, CEO of AIA Hong Kong & Macau, singer
Mr Alfred HUI shared their experiences of facing life’s
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13 HKSYU Students
Receive HSBC Scholarships at
“HSBC Scholars Day 2024”

HSBC celebrated 284 outstanding students from
20 local universities and higher education insti-
tutions at the “HSBC Scholars Day 2024” on July
20,2024, held at the HSBC Main Building. A total of
13 outstanding Shue Yan students have received
scholarships, in recognition of their outstanding
academic achievements and development.

Three Shue Yan students were awarded “HSBC
Hong Kong Scholarship” this year: TSUI Wai-kit
from the Department of Sociology, Moses YEUNG
Hei-kiu from the Department of Counseling and
Psychology, and MAN Ka-hei from the Department
of Economics and Finance. Each recipient received
a scholarship of HK$50,000.

Additionally, ten students from the Department
of Social Work were awarded “HSBC Social Work
Scholarship”. They are CHAN Wai-fung, CHEUNG
Yiu, Christine LAIl, LAW Yan-tung, LIANG Nga-yan,
SO Hok-yin, WU Siu-pik, YAU Pik-yi, CHEUNG Po-
wai, and KWONG Pui-ying. Each recipient received
a scholarship of HK$20,000.

HSBC supports Hong Kong students through various
scholarship programs to nurture potential and make
positive contributions to the community. HSBC’s
five flagship scholarship programmes in Hong Kong
include the “HSBC Overseas Scholarship”, “HSBC
Hong Kong Scholarship”, “Innovation and Technol-
ogy Scholarship”, “HSBC Greater Bay Area (Hong
Kong) Scholarship” and “HSBC Social Work Scholar-
ship”. For details, please visit the website of Office of
Student Affairs.
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Ms Sophia YIP, HKSYU Associate Vice President (Student Af-
fairs), Mr William CHIU, Secretary of Advisory Committee of
the Hongkong Bank Foundation and scholarship recipients.
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Dr Philip LEE, Assistant Professorin the Department
of Economics and Finance and Associate Director
of the Teaching and Learning Development Office
at Hong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU), par-
ticipated as a panellist in the event, organized by
the Chartered Insurance Institute (CIIHK), on 24th
September, 2024. The panel discussion focused on
“Ways to Mitigate the Challenges of a Multi-Gener-
ational Workforce”.

During the discussion, Dr LEE shared his experienc-
es of teaching the course Fundamentals of FinTech
Computing, which enrolled both elderly individu-
als and undergraduate students. He emphasized
that this arrangement, coordinated by the Elderly
Academy, offers a valuable opportunity for knowl-
edge exchange and learning between the two gen-
erations in a classroom setting. Aligning with the
views of other panellists, Dr LEE underscored the
importance of communication and mutual respect
as essential elements for success in a multi-gener-
ational workforce.

Additionally, Dr LEE spoke about his early work ex-
periences and recent administrative roles at HKSYU.
He praised the university for promoting a liberal
and diverse environment that fosters collaboration
among colleagues from different generations.
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The exhibition “Seeing is Creating: Textual-Visual
Narratives of Hong Kong/Children’s Literature”,
organized by Dr Michelle CHAN from the Department
of English and Literature at HKSYU, was held
from November 6 to 18, 2024 at Parallel Space in
Sham Shui Po. This exhibition featured copies of
magazines, books, and booklets from different eras,
showcasing the rich collaboration between pictures
and texts in Hong Kong children’s literature. By
exploring these texts, visitors gained a strong
understanding and appreciation of the creativity
and significance of both narratives in storytelling.

During the exhibition, Miss Ho Tsz-mei, founder and
director of Boundless Literacy Foundation and the
Chairman of Hong Kong Children’s Arts Society; and
Miss Suki YEUNG, a Hong Kong- based slasher who
works as an illustrator, travel book writer, graphic
designer, and author of historical picture books,
discussed the reprinting of Ho Tsz’s stories and the
roles and values of Ho Tsz in Hong Kong children’s
literature. They also shared the challenges encoun-
tered in the reprinting process and explored how
illustrations enrich stories and reflect Ho Tsz's sig-
nificance today.
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CGE Connects with Consulate
General of Israel and Tel Aviv

On September 3, 2024, the Centre for Global En-
gagement (CGE) at HKSYU welcomed a delega-
tion from the Consulate General of Israel in Hong
Kong. This visit marked a significant step towards
enhancing academic and cultural exchanges be-
tween HKSYU and Israeli institutions.

The delegation, led by Mr Amir LATI, Consul Gen-
eral of Israel, included representatives such as Ms
Sahar Ken-Tor from the Political & Economic De-
partment and Ms Ernie YUEN, Press Officer. Our
university was represented by Prof Selina CHAN,
Academic Vice President, and Dr Alice CHUNG, Di-
rector of Centre for Global Engagement;.

The discussions were both engaging and pro-
ductive, focusing on potential collaborations
in academic and cultural exchange. Key topics
included student exchange programmes, joint
research initiatives, and opportunities for fac-
ulty collaboration.

Following the initial meeting, the delegation
facilitated a connection with Tel Aviv Universi-
ty (TAU), ranked as top university in Israel. On
September 24, 2024, CGE had a meeting with
TAU representatives, including Professor Milette
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SHAMIR, Vice-President
for International Affairs,
and Mr Konstantin PLATON-
0OV, Asia Engagement Director
of The Lowy International School of TAU. This
meeting aimed to explore the initiation of aca-
demic and cultural exchanges between students
of HKSYU and TAU.

The delegation from TAU also engaged with Dr Al-
ice CHUNG; Dr TSANG Chung-Kin, Associate Head
of Sociology; and Professor Nick LAU, Head of the
Department of Applied Data Science at HKSYU.
Two parties explored promising opportunities
for collaborative programmes that would signifi-
cantly benefit students and faculty.

(From left) Ms Sahar Ken-Tor, Officer of the Political &
Economic Department; Prof Selina CHAN, HKSYU Ac-
ademic Vice President; Mr Amir LATI, Consul General of
Israel in Hong Kong; and Dr Alice CHUNG, Director of the
Centre for Global Engagement of HKSYU.

Mr Amir Lati (left) wears VR devices to tour the Hungry
Ghosts (Yulan) Festival.
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A three-day International Conference 2024 titled
“Expanding Potential and Caring for All,” co-host-
ed by Hong Kong Shue Yan University and Saint
Francis University, took place on November 8, 9,
and 11, 2024. The session on November 11, titled
“The Future Development of Caregiving Policy and
Practice in Hong Kong: International Perspectives

and Local Initiatives,” was successfully held at the
HKSYU campus.

Thisyear’sinternational conference covered numer-
ous themes, including international perspectives
and localinitiatives;interdisciplinary and trans-sec-
toral collaboration in caregiving; equipping the next
generation of caregivers through research and edu-
cational curriculum; addressing the needs of carers;
and emerging intervention approaches to support

_— e
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caregivers, from chil-
dren to older adults.

During the session held at
HKSYU, Professor Catherine SUN,

our Senior Vice President, delivered welcoming re-
marks. Professor Vivian LOU, Director of the Sau Po
Centre on Ageing at The University of Hong Kong;
MS Jenny YAN, Assistant Director of Social Welfare
Department; Mr Stanley LI, MH, JP, Legislative Coun-
cilor; Mr Horace LIT, Executive Manger (Charities),
Hong Kong Jockey Club; and Dr Steve FONG Fu-fai,
Head of the Department of Social Work at HKSYU,
discussed the needs of carers, focusing on assess-
ment, information provision, and response.

Professor Catherine SUN (left) presented souvenirs to Mr Joe
LOW Chen-yang, Head of Community Services, Tung Wah
Group of Hospitals.
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The Department of Business Administration
(BA Department) at the Faculty of Commerce,
HKSYU, proudly hosted its annual “Academ-
ic Week (A-Week)” in October 2024. Academic
Week 2024, themed “Professional Development
in the Digital Business World,” was a highly suc-
cessful event held from October 14 to 17. The
event featured an impressive lineup of guest
speakers who shared their expertise and in-
sights with the students.

The week began with a discussion on the trans-
formative impact of digitalization in the bank-
ing sector. Representatives from the Hong Kong
Chartered Governance Institute (HKCGI) and
the Hong Kong Institute of Human Resource
Management (HKIHRM) provided insights on
building careers with professional bodies.
The seminar then moved on to topics such as
self-awareness, career planning, and individ-
ual preparation for a career in marketing. Eth-

Seminar: Digitalization in the Banking
Industry: Shaping the Future

Guest speaker: Mr Philip CHAN, Head of
Wholesale Digital, Hang Seng Bank

Mr Philip CHAN(left) and Dr Alice CHUNG

ical leadership in technology environments
was also a key focus. Discussions included the
application and implications of algorithms in
business, as well as strategies for start-ups. The
event concluded with an engaging seminar on
digital storytelling and advanced video editing.

Overall, Academic Week 2024 provided students
with essential knowledge and skills for their
professional development, ensuring their readi-
nessto navigate and excelin the digital business
world. The positive feedback from participants
highlights the event’s impact and reinforces the
commitment to further develop such initiatives.
Building on the success of Academic Week 2024,
the BA Department looks forward to organizing
more enriching events in the future.

The topics and guest speakers of the seminars
of A-Week 2024 are as follows:

Seminar: : Build Your Career with the
Professional Bodies

Guest speaker: Mijss Ellen SUEN, Senior
Manager, Qualification and Assess-

Ernance Institub

1 Re e e Yo

Miss Ellen SUEN (Right) and Dr ZHOU Qiang
Mr Vincent WU (Right) and Dr ZHOU Qiang
Mr Kenneth CHUI

ments, Hong Kong Chartered Gover-
nance Institute; Mr Vincent WU, People
Leader, Marsh McLennan Hong Kong
and Macau; Mr Kenneth CHUI, Manager,
Member Services, Hong Kong Institute
of Human Resource Management

Seminar: Knowing Yourself Better to
Start Your Career in the Digital Business
World

Guest speaker: Miss Nicky CHEN,
Strengths Coach, Global Career Devel-
opment Facilitator, Certified Career
Services Provider

Miss Nicky CHEN

Seminar: Ethical Leadership in the
Technology-oriented World

Guest speaker: Mr Oswald AU, Man-
aging Director, Riskory Consultancy
Limited

Mr Oswald AU
(Right) and Dr
Jessy WANG

Seminar: Successful Start-up in the Surf
of Technology Tide

Guest speaker: Mr Rono KWONG,
Founder and Chairman, Asia Interactive
Content Holdings Limited

Mr Rono KWONG

Mr Rono KWONG (Mid-
dle), Dr Monica LAW
and Dr Gabriel LAI

Seminar: Build your Career in Marketing
Guest speaker: Ms Kiny CHOI, Project Con-
troller, Baron Public Relations Limited

Ms Kiny CHOI (Left) and Dr Colin LAW

Seminar: The Application and Implication
of Algorithm in the Digital Business World
Guest speaker: Mr Carr HO, Director,

Round Media International LimitedLimited

Mr Carr HO (Left) and Dr Monica LAW

Seminar: Digital Storytelling and Ad-
vanced Video Editing: A Movie Director’s
Perspective

Guest speaker: Mr CHONG Chun Kit, Ad-
vertisement Director

Mr CHONG Chun Kit
Mr CHONG Chun Kit (Right) and Dr Brain WONG
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HKSYU Scholars Contribute to
China World Economy Society
Conference 2024

Dr Raymond YEUNG Wai-man and PhD Student
Michael MAI Chulin from Department of Econom-
ics and Finance at Hong Kong Shue Yan University
participated in the 2024 Annual Conference of Chi-
na Society of World Economics (CSWE) and Youth
Forum held at Guangzhou College of Commerce
from November 15 to 17.

The conference, titled “Technology, Finance, Geo-
politics, and the Future of the World Economy,” at-
tracted over 500 leading experts and scholars from
nearly 90 universities and research institutions
across the country. The conference also saw an un-
precedented number of paper submissions, with
over 700 contributions from scholars - a new record
for the China Society of World Economics. Follow-
ing a rigorous review process by a panel of experts,
more than 200 papers were selected for presen-
tation at the forum, showcasing cutting-edge re-
search in the field of world economics.

Dr Raymond YEUNG Wai-man presented “The Re-
lationship Between Monetary Power and Monetary
Strategy: An Initial Exploration of Defense Mone-
tary Economics.” His presentation shed light on
the intricate dynamics between monetary policy,
national security, and global economic strategies.
His insights provided a fresh perspective on how
currency power can be leveraged in the realm of
defense economics.

Mr Michael MAI Chulin, in collaboration with Prof
LI Sung-ko from Department of Economics and
Finance, discussed “Measuring the Technical Effi-
ciency of Firms in Multi-output Industries: Revisit-
ing China’s Accession to WTO.” Their paper ana-
lyzed the impact of China’s accession to the WTO
on the technical efficiency of firms under multi-out-
put measurement, offering new insights into the
evolution of China’ s economic integration.

The Annual Conference of China Society of World
Economics serves as a platform for leading econ-
omists to discuss and exchange insights on inter-
national economic conditions and innovative ideas.
Presentations by Dr YEUNG and Mr MAI sparked rich
academic discussions, enabling participants to un-
derstand the challenges and opportunities present-
ed by the evolving global economic landscape.
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Hong Kong Shue Yan University’s students participat-
ed in the Hangzhou Digital Humanity Exchange and
Investigation Trip in May, 2024 engaging in cultural ex-
ploration and knowledge exchange. Throughout the
journey, the students documented their experiences
and observations in videos, which were subsequently
submitted for the 2024 Digital Humanities Observa-
tion Short Video Competition. They performed excep-
tionally well in the competition, securing the champi-
on, first runner-up, and second runner-up positions.
The award ceremony for outstanding short videos
was successfully held on September 9, 2024.

The students were delighted to explore Hangzhou’s
cultural heritage and technological development
through this learning experience. They strongly
encourage their peers to participate in similar ex-
change programmes organized by the school.

The award-winning students appreciated the ded-
icated efforts and guidance of the instructors and
professors at HKSYU, as well as the support from the
Hong Kong Hangzhou CPPCC Friendship Association.
“This honor will motivate us to keep moving forward,
capturing more moments of Hong Kong-Hangzhou
exchanges through the lens and spreading more love
and warmth,” they said.
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They also praised the people of Hangzhou who
have wisely integrated technology into life and civ-
ilization with the changes in technology, allowing
Chinese history to be preserved in a better light
through the river of history.

The ceremony was very impressive. Students en-
joyed Hangzhou’s signature delicacies such as
Scholar Cake and Longjing Tea Cake. They also
watched performances including acrobatics, sing-
ing, and Yue opera, deeply feeling the unique
charm and profound heritage of the cultures of
Hangzhou and Hong Kong. The performances com-
bined elegant traditional arts with modern innova-
tions, showcasing the beauty of West Lake and the
scenery of the Jiangnan River Town.

The Centre for Global Engagement at HKSYU ex-
pressed gratitude to the Hangzhou CPPCC and the
Hong Kong Hangzhou CPPCC Friendship Associa-
tion for sponsoring and organizing this meaning-
ful observation and exchange programme. HKSYU
looks forward to creating more cooperative oppor-
tunities in the future to promote collaboration and
cultural exchange between the two places.
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The Smart Investment Day was successful-
ly held on October 30, 2024 by the Office of
Student Affairs. It was a significant event that
provided students with a wealth of knowledge
on financial literacy. The day was packed with
seminars and interactive activities to prepare
students for their future financial responsi-
bilities. The “Embarking on My MPF Journey”
workshop, hosted by Miss Elaine CHAN, As-
sistant Manager (External Affairs) of the Man-
datory Provident Fund Schemes Authority
(MPFA), was particularly noteworthy. It offered
students a comprehensive understanding of
the MPF System, which is essential for their fi-
nancial security when they embark on various
employment opportunities in the future.

In addition, the MPFA’s on-campus roving
activities added an element of fun to the
learning process with psychological tests and
games. The activities not only engaged stu-
dents but also imparted valuable lessons on
financial planning. According to the recent
policy from the HKSAR Government, allowing

Dr TSANG Chun Kei, Thomas, Assistant Professor of the
Department of Economics and Finance (First Left), and
Ms May LEUNG, Head of Student Finance and Liaison
(Second left) of OSA, presented souvenir to Ms Betsy
WONG (First right), the Custom Inspector of Customs
and Excise Department. {ZAEE RSB RMBHIRBE
BT (E—)NB2LEMBREINEEIERKENE(ED)E
EREMEREMBE/NE (G ) BE LS Mo

BERREKEES HFEME -
The MPFA’ s on-campus roving activities.

Embarking on the MPF Journay

full-time non-local undergraduate students to
work part-time, it further underscores the impor-
tance of such educational events.

Besides, the Money Service Seminar, presented
by Ms Betsy WONG, the Customs Inspector of Cus-
toms and Excise Department addressed the criti-
cal issue of unlicensed money services and their
legal implications.
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Bevan YIP undertook a credit-bearing internship
at Kowloon Shangri-La for two months.
BITBES2024FERENEESHRELEBREAS -

Internship Experience Sharing

Bevan YIP, a Year 4 Finance and Technology stu-
dent from Department of Economics and Finance
of HKSYU, undertakes a credit-bearing internship
at Kowloon Shangri-La for two months in 2024
summer. The internship enhanced his practical
and technical skills, and solidified his passion for
financial technology.

During his time at the Finance Shared Service Cen-
tre (FSSC) of Kowloon Shangri-La, Bevan assisted
in the accounts receivable function for two hotels
and conducting daily tasks such as processing and
verifying refund, processing payment confirma-
tion and preparing trial balances.

“This internship offered me the opportunity to
hone my practical and technical skills. | utilized
CMD and Python to optimize my work processes,
ensuring high-quality and high-quantity outputs.
My understanding of various payment methods
has also been enhanced. | became familiar with
software platforms such as DMS and Oracle, which
played a key role in identifying discrepancies
or missing values. Juggling with multiple tasks
during my internship, | have learned how to effec-
tively prioritize my tasks, manage my time, and
maintain accuracy under pressure,” Bevan said.

Bevan highlighted his fintech knowledge provided
a solid foundation for his internship work, partic-
ularly in how technology streamlines the refund
process. “This hands-on experience reinforced my
belief in the transformative power of fintech and
motivated me to delve deeperinto this field in both
my studies and future career.” He also expressed
that the overall internship experience solidified
his passion for financial technology, and he looks
forward to further learning in this dynamic field.
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Bevan YIP believes that the internship enhances his
practical and technical skills.
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Bevan YIP looks forward to further learning in the fintech
field. ERSHET SRR RAEERE-
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