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H ong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU)
received a donation of HK$3 million from
the Chinese Cultural Legacy Research Trust
established by Mr. Steven LOKE Kok-kuen, Ex-
ecutive Chairman of iFREE GROUP. A series of
research projects on Chinese cultural legacy,
including Chinese philosophy, moral educa-
tion, immigration history, guild and clan cul-
ture, traditional food, festivals, architecture,
religion and martial arts, are planned to be
carried out in the university.

The cheque handover ceremony was held on the 6th
floor of the Hong Kong Shue Yan University Research
Complexon 16 December 2021. Mr. Steven LOKE Kok-
kuen, Executive Chairman of iFREE GROUP, handed
the donation cheque to Dr. HU Fai-chung, Deputy
President of HKSYU.

The guests attending the donation ceremony on that
day included members of the University Senior Man-
agement Team Professor Catherine SUN Tien-lun,
Senior Vice President, Professor Selina CHAN Ching,
Academic Vice President, Professor CHEUNG Siu-
keung, Vice President (University Administration), Dr.
HUI Yew-foong, Associate Academic Vice President
(Accreditation and Programme Development), and
senior officers of iFREE GROUP.

In her speech, Professor SUN expressed her grati-
tude to Mr. LOKE for selecting the research team of
HKSYU to participate in the research on Chinese cul-
tural legacy. “I know that Mr. LOKE wants to extract
the essence of Chinese culture from an academic
perspective and present it through state-of-the-art
technologies such as VR, AR and PAR and to eventu-
ally construct a ‘Smart Cultural City’. The City will not
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Senior management of the University and senior officers of iFREE
GROUP attended the donation ceremony. A2 EEEAERENEE
e ALEEBRANER

only attract overseas Chinese and their descendants to learn more
about Chinese culture, but it also hopes to inspire all those of Chi-
nese descent to come together to pass on the broad and exquisite
Chinese culture from generation to generation,” said Professor SUN.

“The first goal of the project is to promote Chinese culture, while the
other goal is to continue to strengthen the research on Chinese cul-
ture. Thank everyone who will participate in the research projects.
| hope the spirit of Chinese cultural legacy will never perish.” Mr.
LOKE pointed out at the donation ceremony.

Apart from establishing a “Smart Cultural City”, another goal of this
project is to use cutting edge technology to create an interactive
and immersive website to display the many findings. In addition, the
project will publish coffee-table and academic books and organise
various activities to help people better understand Chinese culture.

Ms. Stella WONG, Senior Manager of Loke Kok Kuen Chinese Cultural
Legacy Research Trust, said when introducing the project, “We will
provide a variety of activities and contents related to Chinese cul-
ture, and build a ‘Smart Cultural City’ into a world-renowned con-
centration of Chinese culture.”

The whole project is divided into three stages. The first stage is
preparation. In this stage, relevant data will be collected, and a web-
site will be established to present the “Smart Cultural City” in the
form of metaverse. Visitors can experience Chinese culture in the
virtual world before the establishment of the physical “Smart Cul-
tural City”. The work in this stage is to establish the status and image
of iIFREE GROUP in carrying forward the Chinese culture legacy. Be-
sides, various books will also be published.

In the second stage, with the completion of the “Smart Cultural City”
metaverse, the project will go on to study the history and different
areas of Chinese culture. At this stage, an group of international ex-
perts will help and continue to provide suggestions for the “Smart
Cultural City” with respect to such items as the building of muse-
ums, the use of ArtTech and other applications in exhibitions, and
so on.

The third stage focuses on the pursuit of excellence. The project

Mr. Steven LOKE Kok-kuen hopes
to promote and pass on Chinese cul-
ture through the research project.
R AL AL EBMETEEGR
BAPEL

team will endeavour to perfect the
above-mentioned aspects by making
them more down-to-earth, detailed,
and in-depth, so that visitors can en-
joy a completely new experience every
time they visit the City either online or
in person.
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Interview H3j

Actively Promotes Shue Yan Research Culture

in line with HKSYU’s Strategic Plan

ASHAPLZRERBEEL

ong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU)

has always been active in developing aca-
demic research. In aninterview with Shue Yan
Newsletter, Dr. CHAN Chi-keung Alex, Director
of the University Research Office of HKSYU,
said that the Research Office will continue to
assist the University to promote the research
direction of “Digital Humanities” in the fu-
ture, and more actively encourage academic
staff to make use of information technology
or digital media technology to conduct more
research that will bring benefits and positive
impacts to academia and community as well
as contribute to the improvement of teaching
and society.

Dr. CHAN said that the Strategic Plan 2021-2025 of
HKSYU covers the “5Ps” of Programmes, Practices,
Profile, People and Place, in combination with the
above-mentioned active promotion of “Digital Hu-
manities” research, have provided a very clear blue-
print for the research development of HKSYU. “I hope
| can undertake the affairs of the Research Office and
continue to actively and harmoniously communicate
with each department and research centre. Accord-
ing to the above research development blueprint
and framework, | will learn deeply and assist them in
formulating specific research projects in line with the
strategic plan of HKSYU, and continuously encourag-
ing interdisciplinary collaboration and consolidating
the ‘teaching-led, research- active’ positioning and
role of HKSYU research.”

Dr. CHAN pointed out that at present, government
departments such as the Research Grants Council,
the Innovation and Technology Bureau and the In-
tangible Cultural Office offer various types of re-
search grants, while charitable funds, non-govern-
mental organisations and social welfare institutions
also provide research funding for academics to ap-
ply. In addition to continuing to assist academic staff
in applying for research grants and funding, the Re-
search Office also hopes to help academic staff ex-
plore and give full play to their strengths and poten-
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tial so as to strengthen their research proposals and increase their
opportunities to get approved for research funding. “At present, a
lot of research grants emphasise the social impacts of the research
and how to achieve knowledge transfer with the research findings
to promote social responsibility and community practice,” stressed
Dr. CHAN.

Furthermore, the Research Office will continue to provide appro-
priate and sufficient support to academic staffin the future, estab-
lishing research connections and collaboration with one another
through different channels, strengthening the research culture
in the University, and sharing research showcases on campus
and with social media. Dr. CHAN suggested that academics can
incorporate their own research findings into teaching materials
and involve students with Digital Humanities, so as to optimise
the instructional design and give more play to a student-centred
learning approach. In addition, the University also hopes to en-
hance the research levels of academics and students by devel-
oping innovative research projects through the implementation
of research internships, cooperation with other local or overseas
institutions and international scholars, and invitation of visiting
scholars to act as mentors.

Dr. CHAN, who is an Associate Professor of the Department of
Counselling and Psychology, had provided assistance to academ-
ics (colleagues) in applying for research grants in the past. Refer-
ring to the very stable and relatively high success rates over the
average of HKSYU’s application for research grants in the past five
years, he shared his experience, “I suggest that academics should
communicate more with colleagues, other scholars and profes-
sionals to broaden their research horizons before formulating and
writing up their research proposals. A research proposal should
have a clear vision and mission. It is also advisable to conduct in-
ter-disciplinary and inter-institutional research. The most import-
antis never be afraid of failure and cultivate growth mindset. In the
past, | also had research projects that went through several revi-
sions before they were approved for funding. In fact, every revision
of the research proposal is also an unforgettable learning process.
| am actually grateful that many academics (colleagues) have a lot
of wonderful research ideas. As long as they carefully conceptual-

ise and organize these ideas, prepare
well for the content of their research
proposals and comply with the appli-
cation guidance notes, they can im-
prove their chances of meeting the re-
quirements and standards of research
funding assessment.”
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ointly organised by the eBusiness manage-

ment courses of the Department of Business
Administration, Faculty of Commerce of the
Hong Kong Shue Yan University (HKSYU) and the
Department of Information Systems, College of
Business of the City University of Hong Kong
(City U), the first-ever Inter-University Project
Competition was held successfully on 5 Janu-
ary 2022 in our Lecture Theatre RLB303, and the
team from HKSYU won the championship.

Nine top performing BBA teams from both HKSYU BUS
383 and CityU 1S2505 were selected from each tutorial
to enter this final round. This event gave them a chance
to compete like a business competition where they pre-
sented their group projects to the senior management of
Bauhaus International (Holdings) Limited.

The event is honoured to have the following guests as
the panel: Madam Winnie TONG, Co-founder and Chairla-
dy of Bauhaus; Mr. Sunny YEUNG, the CEO of Bauhaus; Dr.
Ron KWOK, Director of Alumni Relations Office and As-
sociate Professor of Department of Information Systems,
CityU; and Dr. Monica LAW, Head of the Department of
Business Administration, HKSYU. The panel had not been
informed of each team’s university in advance for a fair
and equitable evaluation.

Dr. Joseph KONG and Dr. Yongjin PARK, the course lead-
ers of eBusiness respectively from HKSYU and CityU,
pointed out that this course project required each team
to analyse two years of fashion sales data provided by
Bauhaus, identify the business opportunities and ac-
cordingly suggest eBusiness solutions. Dr. KONG ex-
plained, “This project requires each team to deliver a
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6-minute presentation. Students could understand more
about the actual operation and face real people through
this completion. More importantly, they could learn from
their counterparts from another university.”

The panel chair Madam TONG is also an alumna of HKSYU
Journalism. In the interview with Shue Yan Newsletter af-
ter the event, she was delighted with the performance of
all participating teams. They were well prepared, and the
eBusiness solutions proposed were very creative. She
pointed out, “During the panel discussion, each panel
member held different perspectives when we were de-
ciding the champion and 1st runner-up. There is always a
gap between the academic perspective and business op-
erations. | also wish that students can learn and narrow
this gap through this competition.” Another panel mem-
ber Dr. KWOK also commented that HKSYU students excel
in rich and practical content, while CityU teams excel in
presentation skills.

Finally, Dr. Monica LAW, Head of the Department of Busi-
ness Administration, thanked Bauhaus for their continu-
ous support to the students and courses of the two uni-
versities and believed that the participating teams had
benefited a lot from this experience. After the competi-
tion, Dr. Lubanski LAM, Associate Head and Assistant Pro-
fessor of the Department of Business Administration led a
campus tour for CityU visitors.

MUBXBREE—EER WA LREJUEBERLET
FRARDAEEEE o |3 —UFBEBBEFLHLERT » CKE
EORNBUEREEHE > MUABRMEERRIGLREE -

R CAIHEESSRTERAZRE T RMOSHE WA
AREBYERMNRENFESRS > BES2ERMEIELED
ERR%Z - LBERR  CAIBTERRRIERDEHK
EMI_IFBLHTRAUARSEELEARRE T RERRE - g

A Champion SAJL (HKSYU BBA Digital Marketing
Students) with the panel BEBRMASAIL ((ZAEEE™
ZEES) HFEER -

A 2nd Runner-up Twist Group (HKSYU BBA Stu-
dents) presenting. ZEKRMATwist Group ((ZALE
BIRBGER) HRHIBEBHR o

Result of the competition

BMRIEEBLERLSR
Award Team Prize Sponsored by Bauhaus
BR f% B Bk 1R BEHENZER
Champion SAJL (CAEBEHHZEZ) $1,000 Cash Prize &
& HKSYU BBA Digital Marketing Students $6,000 Bauhaus Cash Coupons

1st Runner-up Infinity U K2 FEE£)
DE CityU BBA Students

2nd Runner-up
e HKSYU BBA Students

Twist Group (AT EEERZ2EE)

1,000t %€ K 6,0007tBauhausIRETE S

$1,000 Cash Prize &
$4,000 Bauhaus Cash Coupons
1,000t 2 K 4,0007tBavhausIB i@ s

$1,000 Cash Prize &
$2,000 Bauhaus Cash Coupons
1,000t 2 K 2,0007tBavhausIB& g4
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14

Ead.

BEI0R - ALFEEREEAME EHRVERD
BT o TS E R BB AN o

DNEEE HBERLET > 2REBLABEFTIYN
HESERI/NENIES - B2KIEENERE
EESEHNEERE/NVEBE (NISEEENENRF
1B > RoWmAF AEEES S (group dynamics) & >
DOEBUNMEBRZ - ERBRAMEHERXFEE > Al
HEZFEEHBERRTE °

FEMAERT BEREBHE  PREREDH
&oATHRRF/EEBBRE » ABRZoomAKEST
NMEEHE - BRI TENANSTHBRRE > HlI0ER
BRURENIONDENER » BEHSTHBREEE
LERZEREREMLEBRRS  WFLEHURRIE
BYIER c A TR R BHBEREMMANELE LHES 8
BE ZRFTREFTENHEHENRE R LARE -

ARERARRRAL#ER

Winniest > B 7 ER 2R ETH L&EE » 25
EEZREWRT TR LEIEY > NMBheERmmER
(telemental health) B9 ~ NEHBEFERE > ER
WELEBENHEFHE - KEHEEENS A > &iE
TEHEGENRERA  UERELZE2NIRE TET
BLEs o

B EREZ LR LEEIRAE > WinnieRR >
ZAMERTHERERE L ERELIHEFTEE
BMEIE » WiEAdvanced Skills in Group Facilita-
tionBIBHIRE » AR L/VEHBERITHEI > BF
BRMHE-CEAFT > FAUNNGOHHEEHIZIEIE
FRAE - @



HERMBEEEEEPME AT S LERATPHRE

&Y
KR A0 A TR BB T AR T T

- RETERXEHREARR > ARMWEEPL2021F
- 128208BEPRESERFEEM(RE2EE !
ERERXEOLREL)NHESRMHAFTE -

EETHNRERLARALTEABA BB TCAKETHEIR
REVEHE  BE - ZUEREEAN - PIERRRITR
BEE > SEER-RBTHPAARRAR | ERRMERHFRE
BEBHE BARFREEZAEZERFRCAPNRARKZIE
PENE REOXRFRERTERNERESIFEFTESHE
BAERASURFRBCRERBEMNGE ROFHERR
BeEERSENE  NIREIFROEBERBFEBMEUR
FNRERXMIAZREBREPMES -

SREBVCAFHEGREERRIATRNE L EGH
RSB AARRMONENCTHEEAREERRZHE  HPEEY
RFEBBMBRT > REFEKEM - AR > ABRBAR—
g BEEBSLRARELESZN > LEFRERRK - &
BENERERXACRBERZBEBCARFIEREZETEY
ANIERXIEMEEREE » TARLHNBFERH SIKTME
IRBERBVEREE L ALEEEFTERBLZRAIFEN
TERPEXL -

BRIRENRAEBBENE () ENE T8 » B
BB M ER R EES MR/ > W0CIFE
FRFkE > 58 ARG

BRRFEEMEREFTESME (L) =&/\
#7] o



FERRAN : —+— i PEELHETRES
HmEARME

ERBCKEMRAMEEENM > FEMCKE
BELEB2R - EREEERXEHEHRENXN
ERMOTMERERNT —+—ERPEELHEHE
EEHEFHE) > 1$2021F1081988% L 78 > 12
BEREPRESEEREEBRET -

BEIHEREORE
EEEEL (P) BAMBEESR -

EXBREL (FEBCAZEL2RBIBHER)

HEOHEEIERERE  ATHPIEBTEHRAL

EHBERE HRBEHRE (LS EL ESARRSEERLS D
@)

RIRRBL (FEHERBREIRN) S HEUE BEER  BEEEES SRS

g%% Ktﬁﬁ;}?;ﬁiﬁi?ﬁg gy% 18\ = TR TON = o I = 1IX

REHEN (ERELRIABBTREER - BREAB | sympuspn@riier SXBSBEEY
EEETRPBELHI ) o JEBu REBIT > BRE
BE PP PRI BRE— LB —  PREH

BRI B(EARERH  Z+—HRLPEXEEH

Ll A FEEN SIS I L SR R B)ETHBRHE  BREHLIRRETRL— 0 2
BE . BRARERPEAELHE BRETIESPIRHERIREBR o

BT TMSRMEBE  THEEZELE
RSHBBE - BEAFEARBEABROVEKE
R -

,5;_ SEZR2021F108208 k118188

2021108208 EE > FBERPEHEB
RIBARBEBHMENIRR) > BT FA4E45
NEBSBBCKERERFESRBEEIIRIRE
FE217 c2021F11A18BNBEEETER 3E
REGEAERH  RMWBOEEENRA) > TF2
K450 IS KRBV R & K IBEEIIBEHRE
BT - MBBESHBECOALRE °

BEBEREME REE ENREBIRER -

BXKRBER (EZ) BEFERRETERDM
IR (P) E2REMER -

16



Exchange Students Introduce their Mother Tongue
M3 & FE R Bt FIBY BB T A X

P Renee Starmans(Left) and
Darrel Batarilo (Right).

enee Starmans and Darrel Batarilo are in-

bound exchange students from Belgium.
They came to Hong Kong Shue Yan Universi-
ty (HKSYU) in September. They were interest-
ed in a variety of different modules during the
last semester, including the course of Media
and Society hosted by the General Educa-
tion Programme of HKSYU. According to the
teacher Dr. Anthony LAM, Renee and Darrel
were very active in the class. At the end of the
module, Dr. LAM invited them to give a brief
lecture of about 30 minutes on their mother
tongue Dutch to the class. They gave a very
interesting presentation on this topic and the
presentation was videoed and posted to the
Symedialab. After the presentation, Dr. LAM
presented each of them a key holder with the
Mascot of HKSYU.

BFHEEMREREIRE S EMEA
UCI N =[R—

Renee Starmans (/) & Darrel Batarilo ()
SR EBSIIRE B K2 BN R R
& MMR2021EABRBEBESNSBE LT
THZEARERREE » BFC AR MEE
it ® ) (Media and Society) B R2 o IR R
ENEREMMIEEBLIEYE » MMERR2EAM
B2 FRBPANRR—XK > MELTEHFM
PFEEEZHE—XRI0DENEE > GEIZBN B
MNAESBEEX - ANEHEL > CHFEREN
BEHRE  TLHEFERLEZRHOZE - £
ATHEEE YER—BNEARSHEYNIE
HIOULBER P

ANEHB

o SEHEE /AR FHB2021F12878EH
BB CALHERNTHEEEIDZALEHRS -
fRT > ABFRERBREECEE ) AESHK
BCEBREE  XFEZARLE  AHIIHEL
MEF > RUBBENTHE

HhEEFHRASTEES  BIEREBERNBINE
EHERTEIRER  #HUEHEPRERUHE -
BHEANE  RBEIEEFEE  BRIERESHE
BHEESWEGMEIHNES TF > TRREFEHRI B
CHIEIR ©

BELEAERBBRNEOERFTEBFANMARER
ROBFARCA/EEDRE  EEFERERN—E
BN TEALTECRER—HIFE) - 5
EREEBEENEFANEERE > AINW EOFE
BMEKABRERCEBENANS  EERNEBRR
FEEY > HINEREBEBEROERR - © -



or many non-native English students,

mastering the use of prepositions is by
no means easy. Dr. WONG Man Ho lvy, Assis-
tant Professor of the Department of English
Language and Literature, received a grant of
HKS$1.1 million from the Language Fund of
the Standing Committee on Language Educa-
tion and Research (SCOLAR) to conduct a re-
search project on preposition learning. The
project is entitled “Promoting Conceptual
Development of English Prepositions among
University Graduates through Human- and
Computer-Assisted Instruction”.

Cognitive linguistics and preposition learning

Inspired by cognitive linguistics theories, Dr. WONG
has devoted over 8 years in creating a set of novel
and engaging teaching materials for Chinese learn-
ers to acquire English prepositions. She made use of
animated schematic diagrams to illustrate how spa-
tial configurations can also be used to explain more
abstract meanings encoded by prepositions. For
instance, the same schematic diagram can be used
to explain the sentences “The athlete jumped over
the fence” and “James got over his divorce” (see be-
low). All picture illustrations shown in the teaching
materials are created by Dr. WONG and her research
team. Hence, unlike many other picture illustrations
in textbooks, they show high systematicity to help
consolidate learners’ conceptual understanding of
preposition usages.

In an interview with Shue Yan Newsletter, she com-
mented that the teaching of English grammar in
Hong Kong still relies heavily on “memorization”,
which can hardly bring long-term learning results or
promote conceptual understanding among students.
Such a monotonous learning style also fails to ad-
vance students’ interest in language learning and
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A
D
[92]
[mmg
[y
@ m
R n||||

FEIRANESZHNON > EFIBUD
YT’E!EDE’Jﬁ‘iE B —EEFAXBENNF[EE
it o A FAERE R EE (schematic  diagram) &2
TEEUTERBEMIEZERESENAMRESNBRE
% o kAR > MBEAFThe athlete jumped over the
fenceJéﬁUames got over his divorcel & o] U [E—1@
EEF#R - (RTE) - BaMPAERNFRESS
Tﬁiﬁﬁﬂzﬁﬁﬁﬂmlﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂnxdr > B A RIS T E A
SPHNEE > BEREUSENRRUEEEMELRZENEE
ERANRLRIEME o

The athlete jumped over the fence James got over his divorce

PR BN SHRIP » MR » BBNWREBIEHZB
DB ~ ) (memorization) ° 8/ A EH UL
BEREANBENBRBRBENMIER - HBHZ
KWBE A BELAEHLEHRBE2ENER o

HERI2BE

MBHEP—EREBEMEBROVHE > BRENIn
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students.
Promoting Concept-Based Learning

She cited one common challenge that English teach-
ers often encounter, i.e., how to explain the differ-
ences between “in”, “on” and “at”. In Cantonese and
Mandarin, people simply use a single expression
f£/U%” (roughly equivalent to “in”) to indicate loca-
tion or time, for example “FUf (1F) W ANE/E L/
uh 5 UF (7£) B8 277 ”. Other characters could be add-
ed if the speaker wish to be more precise about loca-
tion, for instance, “T&ME ()W AEE@/FH W () B+
/W (78) g as B @ (94) ”. However, such precision
in meaning is mandatory in English and should be
conveyed using the suitable preposition, for exam-
ple, | am at the office; on the bus; in the car; at the
beginning vs. in the beginning. Therefore, these sub-
tle differences in meanings expressed by different
prepositions must be explained clearly to learners in
order to reach full acquisition. Yet, most of the text-
books and dictionaries only provide rule-of-thumb
definitions that are not too helpful, e.g., “at” refers
to small places like bus stop. This definition begs for
the question: how can we decide whether the loca-
tion/place is small? Hence, memorizing these rule-of-
thumb definitions only leaves students, including ad-
vanced learners, with uncertainties about their choice
of preposition, thereby lacking the confidence in us-
ing the English language.

Concept-based learning can therefore provide a
good solution for both language teachers and stu-
dents. It encourages teachers to equip students with
good concepts to judge which preposition to pick
in different scenarios. For example, the preposition
at can be used when the location is treated like a
point on a map whereas the preposition in can be
used when the location is understood as a contain-
ment (i.e., She is at the train station vs. She is in the
train station). The “at” concept must be introduced
to learners explicitly as it’s not available in Chinese
and some other languages like French and Spanish.
More importantly, learners must grasp the concept to
make the correct preposition choice. Dr. WONG said,
“learners who have received traditional training are
too reliant on grammar rules, causing them to lose
flexibility and creativity in language use.” Therefore,
she thanked SCOLAR for its funding, which enabled
her to develop a comprehensive set of readily avail-
able teaching materials for both classroom as well as
online learning.

Looking into the future

Dr. WONG believes that this set of teaching materi-
als and research data will contribute to the devel-
opment of artificial intelligence in education and
robot-assisted language learning. Dr. WONG plans
to expand her research to other linguistic features

in the future, including phrasal verbs, tense and as-
pect, modal verbs among others.

This research project commenced in October 2021.
So far, Dr. WONG and her research team have com-
pleted the design of the computerised tutorial sys-
tem and are working on the classroom materials. She
anticipates that the whole set of teaching materials
will be completed in February this year and be test-
ed for learning effectiveness. Current students and
graduates of the University are invited to participate
in the project. Participants must speak Cantonese or
Putonghua as their mother tongue. Once selected,
they will be randomly assigned to test groups using
different teaching modes to learn prepositions.

REZE/W (F) BEL L/ (F) it E & (94) 1
ORERBYMNHEBKEEERFIMENER » LB
REBNNBERELR > W0T’m at the office/
on the bus/in the car/at the beginning 3% in the
beginning) - MEBLEBWNEIHFEENERES—B
N BWABERAMMBRESENFNH/NER A
m> ERANENFHRHIFERCERA LHNES > W0
NatiiEEBEM/NOMERE L - EEHRIFLE—E
Bl MM EEREEBRERAEN LN ?HILL > 2
BLARMEPLZTELENANERIISHE L ER
EN - EESREENSLETEESENATLIRE
% REBEBPERMMAESERTNER -

DB LEEESEMNE2LIRHETRNMBRASR > K
EELAERIZTEEZE NES  cTHEIEMO B EER
FBENBDIER  UZREEFREBRE THE—ENHE&
BEEobARIat BIEE—EMWRESME 89—
Bomlin)@Rkr~—EHHHENRE @523 (E1TShe
is at the train stationJERlShe is in the train station
BEA) o Nty I RN BB iEEEEYL > BEE
BMRUAEERPXHEMELTER > W0E5E ~ BT
B FEENEBLENEBZENTNOMR > FEMEBILE
MEBYEEE o

ITHELRT  RZERABNBERRPAKRBECER
Al LBELAREN BRI EMERSES - JEHIL > 1
HERBEGHNED » R UFARBEE—EEEZHH
o UHERNE L2 ER -

RKRFRAE

ITETEEEEXMNM LEARHBRIBUESALE
BEHNERE BSHEANTHAATISEOKBAHNESE
BIRMMER - THIFH IR RKIEARBEREZFSENT
BrE > BEHEESHE - BEEHH - BE - FEHMR

Bk o

RAEREEER2021F108ER » ES EHE LMY
BERETHEFFSNRGT > RERERARFERER
EHHM thTRABREHEMSE LS E2R TN > WEST
BEMRAHE - HEREFRESAZEELEREXES
B 2NMBELANERZNE BERETE - NIEER
R EEH D BRI AR BRIVAISBREZE NG -
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EREBF TR RREE

FEMFFIESH(ERENE) o Dr. WONG Ka

Ki’s affinity with Latin American literature stemmed from the Su Yeh

Literature in her hand.

Title of Project: The Imagination and Literary Practice of a “Third World”
Hong Kong: The Introduction and Appropriation of the Latin American
Literature in the 1970s Hong Kong

Principal Investigator: Dr. WONG Ka Ki, Associate Head (Programme)
and Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature
Source of Funding: Competitive Research Funding Schemes for the Lo-
cal Self-financing Degree Sector 2021/22 - Faculty Development Scheme
(FDS) of the Research Grants Council (RGC)

Amount of Grant: HK$624,320

Project Duration: 24 months

D r. WONG Ka Ki first noticed Latin Ameri-
can literature through Hong Kong writer
Xi Xi. She did an in-depth study on Xi Xi in her
previous research of the Hong Kong literary
magazine Su Yeh Literature. Xi Xi’s writing
had absorbed a lot of elements from foreign
literature, and one of Xi Xi’s favourites was
Latin American literature. She added that the
most important motivation in research is in-
terest. “The object of academic research may
generally be very boring, but Latin American
literature is so fascinating.”

Dr. WONG explained that there is a well-known genre
in Latin American literature called “magical realism”.
Sometimes modern literature may explore certain
darker themes, such as the decadence of the world or
the darkness of human nature. Latin American mag-
ical realism, on the other hand, creates a fantastic
world of literature. For example, One Hundred Years
of Solitude, by Gabriel Garcia Marquez, who won the
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1982, is a wonderful ex-
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ample. She said that when reading Latin American nov-
els, she found the worldview in them very interesting,
and there were many aspects that could be compared
with Chinese literature. She would love to study it more
thoroughly.

She pointed out that Chinese writers are very interested
in Latin American literature. Hong Kong, mainland China
and Taiwan have translated and introduced a large num-
ber of their writers and works. These works have import-
ant and far-reaching impacts on the literary creation of
the three places. In the introduction of Latin American
literature, Hong Kong deserves special attention. Hong
Kong writers noticed and swiftly adopted magic realism
and produced mature literary works earlier than the in-
terest in Latin American literature brought by the “Nobel
Prize phenomenon” in the 1980s. Reviewing the current
research situation in academic circles, there are many
monographs on the relationship between Latin Ameri-
can literature and local literature in mainland China and
Taiwan. In contrast, Hong Kong has accumulated a lot
of research on how individual writers appropriated and
transformed magic realism, but there is no comprehen-
sive research on the origin and the development of the
whole introduction phenomenon.

Dr. WONG said that, for this research, she intended to
comb through all existing Hong Kong newspapers and
literary journals in the 1970s, collect all translation and
introductory articles related to Latin American literature,
analyse how the learning and imitation process was, and
how the subjectivity of Hong Kong literature in the 1970s
was generated in its interaction with the world trend.
This research topic is very important for the study of
Hong Kong literature. By reviewing the newspapers and
magazines in that period, we can discover what Hong
Kong writers knew about and how they understood Latin
American literature, how they choose to absorb certain
elements of Latin American literature, and resulted in
the emergence of many important works in the history
of Hong Kong literature, such as Xi Xi’s Flying Carpet (£
REEY), Yesi’s Shih-man the Dragon-keeper ((ZE & AEMFI))
and Paper Cutouts ((BI#E)).

She also pointed out that the term “introduction” in the
project title includes translation and commentary arti-
cles, not only translation study in the traditional sense.
This is because there were more “introductory” articles
than translation works in Hong Kong newspapers and
periodicals, but they are also “translation” in a broader
sense. Newspapers and periodicals were the main force
in promoting the world literature trend in the 1970s, so
she does not limit herself to the study of translation in
a narrow sense, and her research method is also differ-
ent from traditional translation research. The project will
combine the theoretical frameworks of newspaper and
periodical research methods with translation theory and
translingual practice.

When asked what difficulties she expects to encoun-
ter in the research, Dr. WONG revealed the differ-
ence between languages is one of them. Although
the primary plan of this research is to explore and
sort out materials from Chinese newspapers and
periodicals in Hong Kong, and there are sufficient
English translations of many important Latin Amer-
ican literary works and research for reference, if one
wants to further study this topic in the future, the
inability to read Spanish directly will be a real obsta-
cle. That’s why, said Dr. WONG, she has been learning
Spanish since last year. She hopes to carry out more
in-depth research on Latin American literature when
she becomes fluent in Spanish in the future.
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